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CONSULTATION REPORT APPENDIX D

We are now carrying out the second consultation for Whitestone Solar Farm. After the
first consultation, held last autumn and winter, we have made significant changes

to the project in response to your feedback. This includes a reduction of around one
fourth of the solar panels across the project to create offsets around homes, villages,
and public rights of way.

During this second consultotion, we are presenting the updated masterplan as well
as the draft Environmental Statement (draft ES). Feedback from this consultation will
inform the updated proposals that we plan to submit next year in our application.

Whitestone is split across three areas, Whitestone 1(WS1), Whitestone 2 (WS2) and
Whitestone 3 (WS3). This booklet contains information about Whitestone 1.

Throughout this booklet you will see text boxes to indicate the specific questions we are
asking for this consultation. You can respond to them through our online feedback form
located ot whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk. You can also submit your written feedback using
the paper feedbock form, by email or by freepost to the communications lines on the
back of this booklet. Please provide your feedback by 11:59pm 28 October 2025.

Introduction to the project
Design

Components of a solar farm

Construction
Community benefits
Consultation

Next steps

Scan here to
online
feedbock form

Green Nation

Whitestone Solar Form is being brought forward by Whitestane Net Zero Ltd (owned
by Net Zero One Ltd). Net Zero One Ltd is a specialist renewable energy development
business, founded in 2021 to ensure there is sufficient funding to build, operate and
decommission Whitestone and other similar projects.

The overall manager for the project is Green Nation. Established in 2071, Green Nation
has been among the leaders in making the energy transition work. It is o UK-besed
solar developer and manager of operational sites with extensive experience in both
rooftop and ground-mounted solar projects. Green Nation currently manages 75 solar
farms and mere than 700 solar rooftop installations across the country. Its solar farm
portfolio totals over 200 MW of electricity producing capacity for the UK.

& conauation Beckar
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Introduction to the project

Why solar?

The UK has committed to eliminating fossil fuels from the power supply, to provide
energy security and reduce future energy costs while supporting the fight against
climate change. Now that the last coal power station in the UK, Ratcliffe-on-Soar, has
been closed down, new renewable energy sources are needed to come forward to keep
the lights on. At the same time, our demand for electricity continues to increase and

is projected to double by 2050. To meet these future energy needs, we must quickly

ramp up production of renewable energy here in the UK.

The Clean Power 2030 mission sets a goal to triple solar capacity by 2030, as well as
ramp up onshore and offshore wind development. Solar and wind work well together,
and a mix of both helps provide stability to the energy supply. The Solar Roadmap
explains how the UK will achieve the Clean Power mission and includes new mechanisms
to increase rooftop solar installations. From 2027, most new homes will be required to
include solar panels, known as the Future Homes Standard. We support the ‘rooftop
revolution” and continue to fund commercial rooftop installations as part of our broader
business, but note that large scale solar developments are also needed to produce

enough energy to meet our national energy goals.

Why here?

The National Grid connects energy sources to energy users through a network of
substations and overhead lines that run across the UK. However, new renewable energy
projects can only connect into the National Grid where there is available capacity,
which is limited. We secured an agreement to connect into the grid at Brinsworth
substation and then searched for land near the grid connection point that would be
suitable for solar. We also wanted to avoid environmentally sensitive areas and the

highest quality agricultural land where possible.

This process has resulted in the project boundary we presented during the last
consultation. We will continue to refine the proposals within this boundary to ensure
that there are appropriate offsets and buffers from the community and other
environmental features. See more about the buffers that we have included in the
masterplan on pages 10-11, and provide your feedback about them in your response to

the consultation questionnaire.

uld generate

ly 750

M

which is enough to support

1 This is based on the average energy consumption of
3,200 kWh per year per home, and the average energy
consumption of Sheffield Northern General Hospital.

1

or
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Introduction to the project

Conisbrough

Key

® Potential site boundary

b
s

We recognise that the land identified for the project is on the Green Belt.

We are working to develop the project in a manner that supports many of

the same goals as the Green Belt, such as providing opportunities for
ongoing agriculture under the panels through grazing, as well as continued
recreational access through current public rights of way and new permissive
paths across the site. Solar farms also provide habitats for local wildlife, and
we plan to create new habitats for wildlife to increase biodiversity.

Rawmarsh
Rotherham
H Maltby
b
re WS2 s
-t Dinnington

& Consultation Booklet s
W
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Introduction to the project

Development process

Because Whitestone would generate more than 50 MW of energy, it is considered
a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) according to the Planning Act
2008.% We are therefore required by the Planning Act to apply for a Development
Consent Order (DCO) to develop Whitestone.

We will submit our DCO application to the Planning Inspectorate, who will review and
consider the application on behalf of the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net
Zero (SoS). We must demonstrate in our application that we have met requirements for
pre-application consultation with local authorities, technical bodies and members of
the community and how this has shaped our proposals. If the application meets the
requirements, it will be ‘accepted’, and the Planning Inspectorate will then appoint an
Examining Authority to review the application through a 6-month public examination
period. After this stage, the Examining Authority will make a recommendation about
whether to approve the application, and the SoS will make the final decision.

Indicative timeline

Introduction to the project

Consultation

Before we submit our DCO application, we are required to consult with local communities,
elected officials and technical stakeholders. We held our first consultation between
November 2024 and January 2025 on our initial proposals. During that period, we
received 940 pieces of feedback and met with 702 individuals at public events. We
also met with MPs, parish councils, ward councillors and residents who live near the
project boundary. We want to thank everyone who took the time to engage with the
consultation and send in your feedback.

We reviewed all the feedback we received and made significant changes to the project
design. This includes removing one fourth of the panels to create offsets around homes,
villages and public rights of way (see pages 10-17 for more information about how the
design has changed).

We also received feedback around the specific topics to consider in the environmental
assessments, which we are now presenting in the draft Environmental Statement (draft
ES) as part of this second consultation. This consultation is considered ‘statutory’
because it is required by the Planning Act 2008. See pages 26-29 of this booklet

for more information on the draft ES or view it in its entirety at our project website
(whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk) and in person at the public information events.

Summer to

Winter 2026

I = September to

to Januar 25 October 2025 Spring 2026

2 Under current law, the threshold to be considered an NSIP is 50MW, but this will increase to 1I00MW at the end of 2025.
Whitestone is still above the new threshold and will continue to be considered an NSIP.

& Consultation Booklet (g

Summer

@ Consultation Booklet 7
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Design

Design process

By their nature, the development of projects like Whitestone is iterative. This means
that at each stage of consultation, we will present an updated project design that

has been refined by consultation feedback and the results of the environmental and
technical assessments. As the project progresses, we will be able to present a more
refined and detailed design. Even if an individual or organisation submitted feedback
during the first consultation, we would encourage them to submit their feedback again
in the second consultation to help further refine the project.

EARLY UPDATED APPLICATION DETAILED
DESIGN DESIGN DESIGN DESIGN

TIst Consultation 2nd Consultation DCO submission Post Consent
Autumn 2024 Autumn 2025 Spring 2026 2027
8 Consultation Baoklet 0

Design principles

We have defined the following design principles that we will use throughout the
development process. These design principles will evolve in time and be informed

by feedback from the local community and wider stakeholders.

Maximise the amount of renewable energy provided to the National Grid

Craft a project that is resilient to climate change

Limit the amount of embodied carbon across the project where reasonable

Engage with stakeholders to develop the design

Find out what is important to people about the local area and seek to
incorporate feedback

Consider how people engage with their local environment and retain
these patterns

Enhance recreational access across the landscape
Respect landscape character and cultural heritage
Minimise visual impact

Aim to support local wildlife and biodiversity

Support local ecology and enhance biodiversity, enriching ecosystems
where possible

Support research and development

@ Cansultation Bosklet
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Design
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Design Design

Summary of design changes

During the first consultation, we received detailed feedback around requested offsets near
homes, villages and public rights of way to reduce potential visual impacts. In response
to this feedback, we have removed around one fourth of the solar panels from the
project. To better understand the scale of these changes for Whitestone 1, please see
the images below.

Cliffon Cliffon

Please provide your feedback
on our updated masterplan.

H Consultation Booklet @y & Consuitation Bookiet i H
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Design

Where we have removed solar panels from the project to reduce potential visual
impacts, the land could be used for environmental mitigation and enhancement.
These areas would not have any above-ground infrastructure, but may still be
needed for underground cables or access tracks to support the rest of the project.

As we complete the environmental impact assessments, we may identify

the need to set aside land for certain species to mitigate potential impacts in
other areas of the project. If we identify that we do not need all of this land for
mitigation, we may choose to remove it from the project boundary altogether.
In this case, the land would remain with the landowner and could continue to

These spaces could be planted with a mix of native grasses or wildflowers to be used as it s today,

support local wildlife. Projects like Whitestone are now required to increase
biodiversity by at least 10%, however, most solar farms exceed this requirement.
We are exploring a variety of methods to increase biodiversity in these areas,
which could include bat boxes, bug hotels and water scrapes to provide new
habitats for vital pollinators, small mammals and bird species.

@ SConsult@lion Booklet
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Design

Visualisations

Below are examples of offsets from woodlands and homes.

Fence Solar PV's

| TR DAt

I I min. 25m T 1

Existing woodland L mitigation and ‘Shade tolerant seed mix
areas e.g. species-rich grassland

Existing hedgerow Solar PV's
with trees

I T min. 50m

L igation and Shade tolerant seed mix
areas e.g. species-rich grassland

% Consultation Booklet \@Y
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Design

Existing public rights of way and new permissive
paths

We currently anticipate that all existing public rights of way would remain open
throughout the project’s lifetime. However, some temporary closures may be needed
during construction for safety reasons. Any public rights of way that are within the project
boundary would be maintained by us. The masterplan includes a minimum of 15m offset
from either side of paths, or 30m total. In most cases, we have been able to provide more
than this minimum by removing panels from the field on one side of the path.

As part of the masterplan, we would like to offer new permissive paths to expand
recreational access across the site and formalise informal paths that are already being
used. In response to feedback from the first consultation and ongoing engagement with
local stakeholders, we are proposing new permissive paths across the site (shown in the
masterplan on pages 10-T1). They would be available for walkers and cyclists throughout
the lifetime of the project. These will continue to evolve based on feedback from this
consultation and ongoing discussions with landowners.

?

Do you have feedback about the proposed permissive paths?

Are there other paths you would like to see?

o,

1] Consultation Booklet \g)

Design

Below are examples of offsets from public rights of way.

Solar PV's

Fence and Proposed Hedge

-

Shade tolerant seed mix

T min. 15m %

Public Right of
Way

Solar PV's Fence and Proposed Hedge

Wy

L pe mitigation and
areas e.g. species-rich grassland

I

Shade tolerant seed mix

min. 15m T

Public Right of
Way

& Consultation Bookiet
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Components of a solar farm Components of a solar farm

Components of a solar farm Appearance
The power conversion stations (PCS) and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)

would typically look like shipping containers, with their technical components hidden
inside. The PCS units would be painted green or other natural colours to blend into the

® ﬁ ﬁ}_ﬁ ® landscape.
[l

o
& (]

—

A\
i

Solar panels would collect energy from sunlight and convert it to low voltage,
direct current (DC) electricity.

Underground cables would carry the electricity from the solar panels to
other components around the site and to the final point of connection to the
National Grid.

Power conversion stations (PCS) would change the power from DC to
Alternating Current (AC) and increase the voltage.

Security
A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) would store the energy during
times of low energy demand until it is needed. The BESS could also take up
extra energy from the grid to store until it is needed most.

For safety and security, fields with solar
panels would be surrounded by fencing,
of wooden post and wire configuration.
The fence would include CCTV, installed
along the fence lines looking inward.
Mammal gates would be included to
ensure that local wildlife can still move
across the areq, while keeping humans
out. For safety reasons, the substations
and BESS areas would need more
substantial ‘palisade’ fencing to prevent
anyone entering these areas.

Substations would increase the voltage again to prepare it to enter the grid.
Smaller ‘satellite’ substations would be located in Whitestone 1and 2 to
increase the voltage of the electricity. Another larger ‘primary’ substation
would be needed to collect the electricity and increase the voltage again to
prepare it to transfer to the National Grid.

The energy would then be transferred into the National Grid at the new
substation near Brinsworth (Brinsworth B), so that it could go on to power
homes, businesses, schools and hospitals across the UK.

© 006 00 O

20 Consultation Bookiet \@Y & Consuttation Bookdet xn

Consultation Report Appendix D Statutory Consultation Materials

whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk Page 13



CONSULTATION REPORT APPENDIX D

Components of a solar farm

Noise

The solar panels would be fixed, so they
do not make any noise. However, some
of the other components of the solar
farm, including the power conversion
stations (PCS), batteries and substations
do make a buzzing sound. Therefore,

it is important that we locate these
components away from homes and
other key locations to minimise potential
impacts.

In the updated masterplan, the potential
locations for substations and batteries
are at least 250m away from homes

to avoid noise impacts. The PCS units
would be located in the fields with the
solar panels, at least 100m away from
homes and 50m away from public rights
of way whenever possible. If they need to
be located closer to homes or paths, then
they would include noise mitigation to
ensure that they do not increase ambient
noise levels by more than 5 decibels
subject to local context.

These distances will be further informed
by ongoing noise assessments to better
understand the existing noise levels
and how the technology could create
potential impacts.

Heights

Solar technology is evolving rapidly,
which means that we might not be

able confirm the specific details of
components that we will use right now.
Where this is the case, we are assessing
the impacts of a ‘worst-case’ scenario.
For example, if we don’t yet know how
tall a part of the project will be, we assess
its tallest possible height. You may see
this called ‘the Rochdale Envelope’ which
is the principle that allows flexibility in
design for DCO projects like Whitestone
to permit changes in its design up to
certain parameters. This is important so
that we can account for uncertainties in
the design and technological changes.

These are the maximum heights for
the various components that we are
assessing:

@ Solar Panels: 3.8m
® Wooden pole and wire fencing: 2.2m
® BESS: 3.5m

@® Substations: 13.5m

22

Consultation Booklet @

Components of a solar farm

Substations and batteries

In order to collect the energy from the solar panels and transfer it to the grid, the project
needs three substations: one primary substation in WS2, and one satellite substation
for both WS1 and WS2. The primary substation would be up to 100m wide by 770m
long, while the smaller satellite substations would be up to 90m wide by 130m long. As
shown in the illustrative masterplan on pages 10-11, we have identified three different
potential locations for the primary substation, and five potential locations for the
satellite substations. These are based on technical assessments, including access

and ground conditions, as well as proximity to homes and environmentally sensitive
areas. Similarly, we have identified two different locations where the batteries could

be located within WS2. We are now consulting on these options for substations and
batteries in order to make the final decision on where they should be located.

Example of a typical substation

?

o

Please provide any feedback
you have on the potential

locations for the substations
and batteries.

& consuttation Bookiet ]
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Components of a solar farm

Underground cabling

Underground cables are needed to connect the sections of the project together and
into the National Grid. After installation, these cables would no longer be visible, and
normal activities could continue above them.

Most cables could be laid through open trenches, where the cable is laid approximately
Tm below the ground level, and then soil is replaced on top. Through more sensitive
areas, such as woodlands, highways, or streams, we may need to use trenchless
crossing methods, such as Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD), which drills under the
sensitive area and pulls the cable through.

Typical horizontal
directional drilling
method

~ Horizontal

24 Consultation Bookiet \@Y

Components of a solar farm

Cable corridor options

To connect WS1, WS2 and WS3 to each other and into the National Grid, we have
identified several options for the cable routes. These have been informed by technical
assessments, as well as initial environmental assessments to avoid sensitive areas.
We are now consulting on these cable route options to help make the final decision on
which routes to use.

Canisbrough

Rawmarsh

Ratherham

Maltby

Dinnington

Please provide any feedback
on the potential cable route
options.

& consultation Bookiet 2
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Environmental assessments Environmental assessments

Protecting the environment

e . . These are the environmental topics that we are assessing for the EIA:
Because it is an NSIP, we are required to complete an Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA) of the potential impacts of Whitestone during construction, operation
(and maintenance) and decommissioning. If we identify any potential significant

impacts, we must also explain how we would mitigate them.
Biodiversity and nature

conservation

Climate change and

Key milestones in this process include: greenhouse gas

@ The Scoping Opinion is an important first step in the EIA process. We submitted
our Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) on our proposed approach
to the ElA, and after consulting with technical stakeholders, they responded with
their Scoping Opinion. This document details which environmental topics we must
consider in the assessments, and now forms the basis of our assessments.

Landscape and visual Air quality

@ The draft Environmental Statement {draft ES) includes the preliminary results of
the EIA and is the subject of this consultation. We are required to consult on these
initial results in order to fact check our approach and findings, before completing
the assessments.

Cultural heritage and

Traffic and transport
archaeology

Ground conditions and

® The Environmental Statement (ES) will include the final results of the EIA and will be 3
land quality

included in our DCO application. It will be informed by the feedback we receive on
the draft ES.

Noise and vibration

All of the DCO application will be made public through the PINS website. Water resources and

flood risk

Socioeconomics, tourism and
recreation and land use

Other environmental issues
Waste, glint and glare, telecornmunications and utilities, major accidents and disasters,
electromagnetic fields.

Scan here to .E E Scan here to view the
view the Scoping full Draft Environmental
Opinion E._ Statement

28 Consultation Bookist NGy & Consuhation Booklet 27
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Environmental assessments

Below are some of the key findings in the draft ES:

We have consulted with the Environment Agency (EA), Canal and Rivers Trust,

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and Natural England to understand the existing local
ecology. We have also conducted a variety of surveys to identify protected or sensitive
species, including badgers, winter birds, breeding birds, bats, great crested newts, reptiles,
otters and water voles. Subject to the completion of the remaining surveys and the use of
appropriate buffers in the masterplan, we do not expect any significant adverse effects and
do expect significant benefits for biodiversity.

‘ Biodiversity and nature conservation

Landscape and visual

We used desk-based research to understand landscape character, and conducted

on site walkovers, both in winter and summer, to assess potential views from
viewpoints. This assessment considers residents within the local areq, users of public rights
of way and bridleways, users of the local road network, and visitors to local attractions.
Some significant impacts are found just after construction. These will be mitigated with new
plantings, including hedgerows and trees, to create a natural screening.

Cultural heritage and archaeology

We have consulted with South Yorkshire Archaeological Service to discuss our

proposed approach to fieldwork. We have completed geophysical surveys across
the majority of the solar areas to identify underground cultural assets. We have also
completed desk-based assessments to identify above-ground assets, including listed
buildings, conservation areas and scheduled monuments, which include Conisbrough Castle
and the Roman villa located in WSI. The masterplan includes offsets around these assets to
reduce potential impacts. While a few minor impacts are identified, they are not considered to
be significant and will be mitigated with further changes to the masterplan or introduction of
natural screening.

’ Ground conditions and land quality

In addition to desk-based assessments, we have also completed agricultural land

classification (ALC) surveys to identify soil quality across most of the solar areas,
which found that 21% is considered best and most versatile land (Grades 1, 2, and 3a) while
the remaining 79% is lower grade agricultural land.

We have completed a carbon footprint assessment and found that while the

project would produce around 525,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (COze)
during construction, operation and decommissioning, it would avoid 16 million tonnes of
CO:e through the production of renewable energy during the project’s lifetime. This is a net
reduction of 15.5 million tonnes of CO,e.

‘ Climate change and greenhouse gas

28 Consultation Bookiet \§Y

Environmental assessments

Water resources and flood risk

The EA Flood Map shows that most of the site is in Flood Zone 1 (lowest flood risk),

with some areas in Flood Zones 2 and 3. The project will be designed to remain
operational without increasing flood risk elsewhere up to and including the 1in 100 year flood
risk event, which includes allowances for increases in rainfall and river flows due to climate
change. We have found a potential negligible impact on flooding during the construction
phase, which would be mitigated with drainage design and other best practices. By placing
solar panels outside of high flood risk areas or growing grass below and between the panels,
we find a negligible or even positive impact during the operational stage. The Outline Surface
Water Drainage Strategy available on our website sets out the surface water management
measures which will be in place to ensure the project does not result in an increase in flood risk
elsewhere.

Cumulative impacts
As part of the EIA, we must also assess the cumulative impacts of planned and

consented developments in the local area. The map below shows the other projects
that we have considered as part of this assessment. We will continue to consult on the list
of projects to be considered. At this stage, we have identified the projects to include in this
assessment considering timing, proximity, and we will work with these other developers to
reduce potential impacts where possible.

o

Do you have any
comments on the

environmental
topics and
the mitigation
proposed?

@& Consunation Bookdet 2
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Construction

Construction

If consented, we expect it to take around two years to construct Whitestone, beginning
in 2027 and ending in 2029. During this period, construction would be phased across
the site to minimise disturbance at any single location, however there would be work
occurring at each of WST, WS2 and WS3.

Management plans

Construction of Whitestone would be informed by our final ‘detailed design’ and a
series of management plans that would be informed by ongoing consultation with
local authorities and other technical experts. We will submit outlines of these plans in
our DCO application. They will be based on best practices and will include:

@® Outline Construction and Environmental

Management Plan (cCEMP) explains
the measures and controls we will take
to manage construction, including
how we will avoid or reduce impacts
such as noise, dust and disturbance.

Qutline Construction Traffic
Management Plan (o0CTMP) describes
how we will manage vehicles
travelling to and from site during
construction. We will consult with
National Highways, as well as the
local highway authorities to minimise
impacts on local roads.

QOutline Landscape and Biodiversity
Management Plan (oLBEMP) describes
how we will manage and maintain
the landscape and environmental
mitigation.

@ Outline Skills and Supply Chain

Management Plan describes how
we will maximise the local economic
benefit from the project.

Qutline Battery Safety Management
Plan (oBSMP), provides an overview
of the approach to safety for the
proposed BESS.

Qutline Decommissioning
Environmental Management Plan
(oDEMP) will describe how to manage
the decommissioning process at the
end of the life of the project.

QOutline Soils Management Plan
(0SMP) sets out methods and controls
to protect and conserve the soil during
construction.

Consultotion Bookiet Ny

Construction

Working arrangements

Working hours would typically be between 7am to 7pm Monday to Friday and 7am
to TJpm on Saturday, with no work on Sundays or Bank Holidays. There may be times
where we need to work outside these hours - for example, when we need to move
avery large item like a transformer that cannot be broken up (called an ‘Abnormal
Indivisible Load’) or to perform a trenchless crossing (e.g. HDD) on the cable route or
solar area, we may do this at night or in the early hours of the morning. We would
consult on activities like this with local authorities and communicate with residents in
advance.

Construction compounds

These spaces would be needed for unloading and storing materials, staff parking and
welfare facilities, and management offices and oversight. Their locations have been
selected to minimise impacts on local roads.

Traffic management

‘While we expect construction to take around two years, the level of activity would
vary throughout this period. Construction traffic would include cars, small vans and
minibuses to transport workers, as well as HGVs, mobile cranes, and a small number
of abnormal indivisible loads (AIL) for construction materials. At the very peak of
construction, we estimate that there would be 630 daily round trips by construction
workers and approximately 203 round trips of HGVs per day. Construction delivery
traffic would be scheduled to avoid peak traffic periods (8-3am and 5-6pm).

We have assessed the current local road network to understand which roads would be more
suitable for construction traffic. This includes avoiding roads that would be too small
for construction vehicles (HGVs) or have other size limitations on traffic. We have alse
assessed the current traffic levels to understand the potential impacts of construction
vehicles. We have sought to avoid traffic through villages wherever possible.

@ Consuttation Bookiet n
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Construction Construction

T

< ,
-l
e

B S

e Essting Pulc Rights of Way

7 [

[ [
[ J—

[ Potanin suion oo potanis o st s

Proposed locaion for new National Gid
subatation & Becawoeth (Binawor® 8)

@ Potntial sccess porns

o |

©wxsx

L

Substation refarence.
WS1,2.3 = Whitestona 1, 2 and 3
= Sateite substason. P = Primary

route reference
CR1a  CR1,2,3= Cable route axending from Writasione
1,2a003.

/" | ‘ T comona e conisocaton.
N -~ /
) Ll o | D —
32 Consultation Beokiet @Y & Consuttation Bookiet EH

Consultation Report Appendix D Statutory Consultation Materials

whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk Page 19



CONSULTATION REPORT APPENDIX D

Construction Construction

Jobs and skills

Constructing, operating and decommissioning Whitestone would require a wide range of
skills and expertise. Where possible, we want to work to ensure those skills are developed
and retained within the local community. Beyond the direct employment, there would
be indirect jobs created through the supply chain and spending by the direct and
indirect workers. This would result in more than 2,000 local jobs, and approximately
£119,500,000 in benefits to the local economy during the construction period.

During construction, we envision a maximum of 600 construction jobs ot the peak,
to deliver materials and construct the solar form. Across the construction period, this
would include approximately:

General
construction Unskilled
workers

labourers

Electricians

Once operational, we would need a team of at least

. local, full time employees to

ncintain and operate the project, including:

Landscapers Security
General guards
electricians

Site
managers
~
.
N
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Community benefits Community benefits

Communit

efit

("]

When we first introduced Whitestone, we explained that we were committed to providing
a community benefit package to ensure that there are local benefits from the project

We want to design the community benefit package collaboratively with the community,
to make sure that it provides o meaningful benefit that supports existing initiatives and

priorities. In response to feedback from the first consultation and o

ing engogement

with elected officicls, we have developed the following proposal for your feedback

We would like to offer a community benefit fund of £400 per MW p
MW, this would be £300

ect of 60 rs, this would amount te

er year. Based

on the grid connection of 75 per year. Based on the
£18,000,000 for

e based on the operational MW output,

maximum lifesp
the life of the project. The

the lifetime of the project, and the outcomes of this consultation

n of th

nal figure woul

We recognise it is important that the fund be managed in a way that is both transparent
and tailored to local needs, ensuring that the application process is clear and decisions
are made openly. We propose that the funds would be available through a nominated

fund manager to administer the funding, with local stakeholders and &

ed officials,
such as parish councils and local councillors, serving on the board to advise on funding
decisions

Groups or individuals in the local community could apply for funding for projects or
initiatives, such as

@ Improving local community facilities, like parish halls, schools, or community centres.

® Supporting education programmes, work study, and skills training for green jobs in
local schools and colleges

® Supporting existing charities and organisations that work in the local area on mental
health, physical health and recreation, and other initiatives related to health and
wellbeing
@ Support to reduce energy costs through insulation, rooftop solar, and other energy
efficiency projects
What would you like to see in the community
benefit package?
Are there other ideas that you think should be
included or considered?
0 Consutation Bectlet \QY & corauitaten Bockier 37
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Consultation Next steps

Consultation Next steps
This consultation is running for six weeks, from 16 September to 28 October 2025. After the consultation has ended, we will review and consider all of the feedback we
During this period, anuone can provide their written feedback on our proposals through have received. This feedback, along with ongoing environmental assessments, will help

the following methods: inform the final masterplan and Environmental Statement thot we submit in our DCO
application.

® Complete the online feedback form at whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk
Within the DCO application, we will also include a Consultation Report that shows
how we have had regard to all consultation feedback and how the project has further
evolved as a result of that feedback.

® Complete a paper feedback form, which is available at the public events or by
request through the project’s communications lines
: L 2 e i _ _
® Send an email to: info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk For future project updates, please visit our website to sign up for the ‘Keep Informed List’
at whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk.

® Write to: Whitestone Solar Farm Freepost SEC Newgate UK Local
(no stoamp is needed)

Scan here to
access the online
feedback form

38 Caraultation Bestiet gy @ Consiltation Backlat
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s
&/
WHITESTONE

solar farm

Please contact the project team with any questions you may have.

0800 688 9936

info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

Whitestone Solar Farm, Freepost SEC Newgate UK Local
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WHITESTONE

solar farm

16 September - 28 October 2025

Whitestone 2
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We are now carrying out the second consultation for Whitestone Solar Farm. After the
first consultation, held last autumn and winter, we have made significant changes

to the project in response to your feedback. This includes a reduction of around one:
fourth of the solar panels across the project to create offsets around homes, villages,
and public rights of way.

During this second consultation, we are presenting the updated masterplan as well
as the draft Environmental Statement (draft ES). Feedback from this consultation will
inform the updated proposals that we plan to submit next year in our application.

Whitestone is split across three areas, Whitestone 1(WST), Whitestone 2 (WS2) and
Whitestone 3 (WS3). This booklet contains information about Whitestone 2.

Throughout this booklet you will see text boxes to indicate the specific questions we are
asking for this consultation. You can respond to them through our online feedback form

located at whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk. You can also submit your written feedback using
the paper feedback form, by email or by freepost to the communications lines on the
back of this booklet. Please provide your feedback by 11:59pm 28 October 2025.

Introduction to the project
Design

Components of a solar farm
Environmental assessments
Construction

Community benefits
Consultation

Next steps

Scaon here to
access the online
feedback form

Conuumotion Scckiet gy

Green Nation

‘Whitestone Solar Farm is being brought forward by Whitestone Net Zero Ltd (owned
by Net Zero One Ltd). Net Zero One Ltd is a specialist renewable energy development
business, founded in 2021 to ensure there is sufficient funding to build, operate and
decommission Whitestone and other similar projects.

The overall manager for the project is Green Nation. Established in 2071, Green Nation
has been among the leaders in making the energy transition work. It is a UK-based
solar developer and manager of operational sites with extensive experience in both
rooftop and ground-mounted solar projects. Green Nation currently manages 75 solar
farms and more than 7090 solar rooftop installations across the country. Its solar farm
portfolio totols over 200 MW of electricity producing capacity for the UK.

@ Consultation Boakiet
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Introduction to the project

Why solar?

The UK has committed to eliminating fossil fuels from the power supply, to provide
energy security and reduce future energy costs while supporting the fight against
climate change. Now that the last coal power station in the UK, Ratdliffe-on-Soar, has
been closed down, new renewable energy sources are needed to come forward to keep
the lights on. At the same time, our demand for electricity continues to increase and

is projected to double by 2050. To meet these future energy needs, we must quickly
ramp up production of renewable energy here in the UK.

The Clean Power 2030 mission sets a goal to triple solar capacity by 2030, as well as
ramp up onshore and offshore wind development. Solar and wind work well together,
and a mix of both helps provide stability to the energy supply. The Solar Roadmap
explains how the UK will achieve the Clean Power mission and includes new mechanisms
to increase rooftop solar installations. From 2027, most new homes will be required to
include solar panels, known as the Future Homes Standard. We support the ‘rooftop
revolution’ and continue to fund commercial rooftop installations as part of our broader
business, but note that large scale solar developments are also needed to produce
enough energy to meet our national energy goals.

Why here?

The National Grid connects energy sources to energy users through a network of
substations and overhead lines that run across the UK. However, new renewable energy
projects can only connect into the National Grid where there is available capacity,
which is limited. We secured an agreement to connect into the grid at Brinsworth
substation and then searched for land near the grid connection point that would be
suitable for solar. We also wanted to avoid environmentally sensitive areas and the
highest quality agricultural land where possible.

This process has resulted in the project boundary we presented during the last
consultation. We will continue to refine the proposals within this boundary to ensure
that there are appropriate offsets and buffers from the community and other
environmental features. See more about the buffers that we have included in the
masterplan on pages 10-11, and provide your feedback about them in your response to
the consultation questionnaire.

1 This is based on the overoge ensrgy consumption of
3200 kWh per year per home, and the average energy
consumption of Sheffield Northern General Hespital

4 Consuttation Booklet G

Introduction to the project

Conisheough

Rawmarsh

Rotherham

. Maltby

&

Key

@ Potential site boundary

A
SF

We recognise that the land identified for the project is on the Green Belt.

We are working to develop the project in a manner that supports many of

the same goals as the Green Belt, such as providing opportunities for
ongoing agriculture under the panels through grazing, as well as continued
recreational access through current public rights of way and new permissive
paths across the site. Solar farms also provide habitats for local wildlife, and
we plan to create new habitats for wildlife to increase biodiversity.

@ Consultation Booklet 5
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Introduction to the project

Development process

Because Whitestone would generate more than 50 MW of energy, it is considered
a Mationally Significant Infrastructure Praject (NSIP) according to the Planning Act
2008.2 We are therefore required by the Planning Act to apply for a Development
Consent Order (DCO) to develop Whitestone.

We will submit our DCO application to the Planning Inspectorate, who will review and
consider the application on behalf of the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net
Zero (SoS). We must demonstrate in our application that we have met requirements for
pre-application consultation with local authorities, technical bodies and members of
the community and how this has shaped our proposals. If the application meets the
requirements, it will be ‘occepted;, and the Planning Inspectorate will then appeint an
Examining Authority to review the application through a 6-month public examination
period. After this stoge, the Examining Authority will make a recommendation about
whether to approve the application, and the SoS will make the final decision.

Indicative timeline

September to
October 2025

2 Uneler current lemw, the threshold to be considered an NSIP is SOMW, but this will increase to 100MW at the end of 2025,
Whitestone is still abeve the new thresheld and will continue to be considered an NSIP.

] Consumation Booklet @

Introduction to the project

Consultation

Before we submit our DCO application, we are required to consult with local communities,
elected officials and technical stakeholders. We held our first consultation between
Novernber 2024 and January 2025 on our initial proposals. During that period, we
received 940 pieces of feedback and met with 702 individuals at public events. We
also met with MPs, parish councils, ward councillors and residents who live near the
project boundary. We want to thank everyone who took the time to engage with the
consultation and send in your feedback.

We reviewed dll the feedback we received and made significant changes to the project
design. This includes removing one fourth of the panels to create offsets around homes,
villages and public rights of way (see pages 10-17 for mare information about how the
design has changed).

We also received feedback around the specific topics to consider in the environmental
assessments, which we are now presenting in the draft Environmental Statement (draft
ES) as part of this second consultation. This consultation is considered “statutory’
because it is required by the Planning Act 2008. See pages 26-29 of this booklet

for more information on the draft ES or view it in its entirety at our project website
(whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk) and in person at the public information events.

Surmme

e Consultation Booklet 7
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Design Design
Design process Design principles

By their nature, the development of projects like Whitestone is iterative. This means We have defined the following design principles that we will use throughout the

that at each stage of consultation, we will present an updated project design that development process. These design principles will evolve in time and be informed

has been refined by consultation feedback and the results of the environmental and by feedback from the local community and wider stakeholders.

technical assessments. As the project progresses, we will be able to present a more
refined and detailed design. Even if an individual or organisation submitted feedback
during the first consultation, we would encourage them to submit their feedback again
in the second consultation to help further refine the project.

® Maximise the amount of renewable energy provided to the National Grid
@ Craft a project that is resilient to climate change

® Limit the amount of embodied carbon across the project where reasonable
® Engage with stakeholders to develop the design
[ ]

Find out what is important to people about the local area and seek to

incorporate feedback
® Consider how people engage with their local environment and retain
these patterns
@® Enhance recreational access across the landscape
I a ® Respect landscape character and cultural heritage
é@'@ Gi] D @® Minimise visual impact
s (L2CEAE5) : e it
Mo UPDATED DETAILED @ Aim to support local wildlife and biodiversity
DESIGN DESIGN DESIGN
@ Support local ecology and enhance biodiversity, enriching ecosystems
where possible
st Consultation 2nd Consultation DCO submission Post Consent
A 2094 Auturn 2025 Sprng 2026 2027 @ Support research and development
8 Consutation Bockiet c @ Consultation Booklet °
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Design Design

Updated Masterplan - Whitestone 2

: & ') ol
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Design Design

m

Summary of design changes

During the first consultation, we received detailed feedback around requested offsets near
homes, villages and public rights of way to reduce potential visual impacts. In response
to this feedback, we have removed around one fourth of the solar panels from the
project. To better understand the scale of these changes for Whitestone 2, please see
the images below.

~ Bvampxon-enﬁ&l‘.w\crthen

?

o

Please provide your feedback
on our updated masterplan.

” Consutation Booklet G @ Consultation Booklet 3
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Design

Where we have removed solar panels from the project to reduce potential visual
impacts, the land could be used for environmental mitigation and enhancement
These areas would not have any above-ground infrastructure, but may still be
needed for underground cables or access tracks to support the rest of the project.

These spaces could be planted with a mix of native grasses or wildflowers to
support local wildlife. Projects like Whitestone are now required to increase

biodiversity by at least 10%, however, most solar farms exceed this requirement.
We are exploring a variety of methods to increase biodiversity in these areas,
which could include bat boxes, bug hotels and water scrapes to provide new

habitats for vital pollinators, small mammals and bird species.

As we complete the environmental impact assessments, we may identify

the need to set aside land for certain species to mitigate potential impacts in
other areas of the project. If we identify that we do not need all of this land for
mitigation, we may choose to remove it from the project boundary altogether.
In this case, the land would remain with the landowner and could continue to
be used as it is today.

Design

Consultation Report Appendix D Statutory Consultation Materials
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Design

Visualisations

Below are examples of offsets from woodlands and homes.

Fenoa Solar PV's

| ARG AL

) |
min. 26m
| I ' 1

Existing L it and Shade toleran! seed mix
areas e.g. species-nich grassland

Existing hedgerow Solar PV's
with trees
ol
7 .ﬁ,‘.ﬁ}t’
.
= ([ §
I I .t ——— i 15 — |
properti L itig: and Shade tolerant seed mix

areas e.g. spacies-rich grassland
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Design Design

Existing public rights of way and new permissive

pOth S Below are examples of offsets from public rights of way.

We currently anticipate that all existing public rights of way would remain open

throughout the project’s lifetime. However, some temporary closures may be needed

during construction for safety reasons. Any public rights of way that are within the project Solar PV's Fence and Proposed Hedge
boundary would be maintained by us. The masterplan includes a minimum of 15m offset

from either side of paths, or 30m total. In most cases, we have been able to provide more

than this minimum by removing panels from the field on one side of the path.

As part of the masterplan, we would like to offer new permissive paths to expand mnlllml. ——¢ —
recreational access across the site and formalise informal paths that are already being P . 4
used. In response to feedback from the first consultation and ongoing engagement with

local stakeholders, we are proposing new permissive paths across the site (shown in the
masterplan on pages 10-T1). They would be available for walkers and cydlists throughout

the lifetime of the project. These will continue to evolve based on feedback from this I ] min. 15m % 1
consultation and ongoing discussions with landowners.

Shade tolerant seed mix Public Right of L p g and it
Way areas e.g. species-rich grassiand

Solar PV's Fence and Proposed Hedge

W g o MENEE

6? [ T s I I I
Shade tolerant seed mix Public Right of
Way
Do you have feedback about the proposed permissive paths?
Are there other paths you would like to see?
< ”»

&/ Consultation Sookiet
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Components of a solar farm

& ® ® %82 323
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Solar panels would collect energy from sunlight and convert it to low voltage,
direct current (DC) electricity.

Underground cables would carry the electricity from the solar panels to
other components around the site and to the final point of connection to the
National Grid.

A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) would store the energy during
times of low energy demand until it is needed. The BESS could also take up
extra energy from the grid to store until it is needed most.

Substations would increase the voltage again to prepare it to enter the grid.
Smaller ‘satellite’ substations would be located in Whitestone 1and 2 to
increase the voltage of the electricity. Another larger ‘primary’ substation
would be needed to collect the electricity and increase the voltage again to
prepare it to transfer to the National Grid.

The energy would then be transferred into the National Grid at the new
substation near Brinsworth (Brinsworth B), so that it could go on to power
homes, businesses, schools and hospitals across the UK.

Power conversion stations (PCS) would change the power from DC to
Alternating Current (AC) and increase the voltage.

20 Consuation Booklet QY

Components of a solar farm

Appearance

The power conversion stations (PCS) and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
would typically look like shipping containers, with their technical components hidden
inside. The PCS units would be painted green or other natural colours to blend into the
landscape.

Security

For safety and security, fields with solar
panels would be surrounded by fencing,
of wooden post and wire configuration.
The fence would include CCTV, installed
along the fence lines looking inward.
Mammal gates would be included to
ensure that local wildlife can still move
across the area, while keeping humans
out. For safety reasons, the substations
and BESS areas would need more
substantial ‘palisade’ fencing to prevent
anyone entering these areas.

e Consuttation Bookiet n
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Components of a solar farm

Noise

The solar panels would be fixed, so they
do not make any noise. However, some
of the other components of the solar
farm, including the power conversion
stations (PCS), batteries and substations
do make a buzzing sound. Therefore,

it is important that we locate these
components away from homes and
other key locations to minimise potential
impacts.

In the updated masterplan, the potential
locations for substations and batteries
are at least 250m away from homes

to avoid noise impacts. The PCS units
would be located in the fields with the
solar panels, at least 100m away from
homes and 50m away from public rights
of way whenever possible. If they need to
be located closer to homes or paths, then
they would include noise mitigation to
ensure that they do not increase ambient
noise levels by more than 5 decibels
subject to local context.

These distances will be further informed
by ongoing noise assessments to better
understand the existing noise levels
and how the technology could create
potential impacts.

Heights

Solar technology is evolving rapidly,
which means that we might not be

able confirm the specific details of
components that we will use right now.
Where this is the case, we are assessing
the impacts of a ‘worst-case’ scenario.
For example, if we don’t yet know how
tall a part of the project will be, we assess
its tallest possible height. You may see
this called ‘the Rochdale Envelope’ which
is the principle that allows flexibility in
design for DCO projects like Whitestone
to permit changes in its design up to
certain parameters. This is important so
that we can account for uncertainties in
the design and technological changes.

These are the maximum heights for
the various components that we are
assessing:

® Solar Panels: 3.8m
@ Wooden pole and wire fencing: 2.2m
® BESS: 3.5m

@ Substations: 13.5m

Consutation Booklet \gy

Components of a solar farm

Substations and batteries

In order to collect the energy from the solar panels and transfer it to the grid, the project
needs three substations: one primary substation in WS2, and one satellite substation
for both WS1 and WS2. The primary substation would be up to 100m wide by 170m
long, while the smaller satellite substations would be up to 90m wide by 130m long. As
shown in the illustrative masterplan on pages 10-11, we have identified three different
potential locations for the primary substation, and five potential locations for the
satellite substations. These are based on technical assessments, including access

and ground conditions, as well as proximity to homes and environmentally sensitive
areas. Similarly, we have identified two different locations where the batteries could

be located within WS2. We are now consulting on these options for substations and
batteries in order to make the final decision on where they should be located.

Example of a typical substation

?

o

Please provide any feedback
you have on the potential

locations for the substations

and batteries.

@ Consultation Sooklet Ed
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Components of a solar farm

Underground cabling

Underground cables are needed to connect the sections of the project together and
into the National Grid. After installation, these cables would no longer be visible, and
normal activities could continue above them.

Most cables could be laid through open trenches, where the cable is laid approximately
Im below the ground level, and then soil is replaced on top. Through more sensitive
areas, such as woodlands, highways, or streams, we may need to use trenchless
crossing methods, such as Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD), which drills under the
sensitive area and pulls the cable through.

Typical horizontal
directional drilling
method

24 Coasutation Booklet @

Components of a solar farm

Cable corridor options

To connect WSI, WS2 and WS3 to each other and into the National Grid, we have
identified several options for the cable routes. These have been informed by technical
assessments, as well as initial environmental assessments to avoid sensitive areas.
We are now consulting on these cable route options to help make the final decision on
which routes to use.

Covshrough

Hammarsh

Rothertan

Mty

Direisgton

?

o

Please provide any feedback
on the potential cable route

options.

& consutation Booker 2
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Environmental assessments Environmental assessments

Protecting the environment

et These are the environmental topics that we are assessing for the EIA:
Because it is an NSIP, we are required to complete an Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA) of the potential impacts of Whitestone during construction, operation
(and maintenance) and decommissioning. If we identify any potential significant
impacts, we must also explain how we would mitigate thern.

Biodiversity and nature
conservation

Climate change and

Key milestones in this process include: greenhouse gas

® The Scoping Opinion is an important first step in the EIA process. We submitted
our Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) on our proposed approach
to the EIA, and after consulting with technical stakeholders, they responded with
their Scoping Opinion. This document details which environmental topics we must
consider in the assessments, and now forms the basis of our assessments.

Landscape and visual Air quality

® The draft Environmental Statement (draft ES) includes the preliminary results of
the ElA and is the subject of this consultation. We are required to consult on these
initial results in order to fact check our approach and findings, before completing
the assessments.

Cultural heritage and

Traffic and transport
archaeology

Ground conditions and

@ The Environmental Statement (ES) will include the final results of the EIA and will be R
land quality

included in our DCO application. It will be informed by the feedback we receive on
the draft ES.

MNoise and vibration

All of the DCO application will be made public through the PINS website. Water resources and Socioeconomics, tourism and

flood risk

recreation and land use

Other environmental issues
Waste, glint and glare, telecommunications and utilities, major accidents and disasters,
electromagnetic fields.

Scan here to .E [ Scan here to view the
view the Scoping full Draft Enviranmental
Opinion [®] Staternent

26 Consuation Booklet @ @ Consulbation Baoket 7
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Environmental assessments

Below are some of the key findings in the draft ES:

We have consulted with the Environment Agency (EA), Canal and Rivers Trust,

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and Natural England to understand the existing local
ecology. We have also conducted a variety of surveuys to identify protected or sensitive
species, including badgers, winter birds, breeding birds, bats, great crested newts, reptiles,
otters and water voles. Subject to the completion of the remaining surveys and the use of
appropriate buffers in the masterplon, we do not expect any significant adverse effects and
do expect significant benefits for biodiversity.

Landscape and visual
We used desk-based research to understand landscape choracter, and conducted

on site walkovers, both in winter and summer, to assess potential views from
viewpoints. This assessment considers residents within the local areq, users of public rights
of way and bridleways, users of the local road network, and visitors to local attractions.
Some significant impacts are found just after construction. These will be mitigated with new
plantings, including hedgerows and trees, to create a natural screening.

’ Biodiversity and nature conservation

Cultural heritage and archaeology

We have consulted with South Yorkshire Archaeological Service to discuss our

proposed approach to fieldwork. We have completed geophysical surveys across
the maijority of the solar areas to identify underground cultural ossets. We have also
completed desk-based assessments to identify above-ground assets, including listed
buildings, conservation areas and scheduled monuments, which include Conisbrough Castle
and the Roman villa located in WS1. The masterplan includes offsets around these assets to
reduce potential impacts. While a few minor impacts are identified, they are not considered to
be significant and will be mitigated with further changes to the masterplan or introduction of
natural screening.

Ground conditions and land quality

In addition to desk-bosed assessments, we have also completed agricultural land

dlassification (ALC) surveys to identify soil quality across most of the solar areas,
which found that 21% is considered best and most versatile land (Grades 1, 2, and 3a) while
the remaining 79% is lower grade agricultural land.

We have completed a carbon footprint assessment and found that while the

project would produce around 525,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (COz¢)
during construction, operation and decommissioning, it would avoid 16 million tonnes of
CO:ze through the production of renewable energy during the project’s lifetime. This is a net
reduction of 15.5 million tonnes of COze.

‘ Climate change and greenhouse gas

28 Consuation Booklet @

Environmental assessments

Water resources and flood risk

The EA Flood Map shows that most of the site is in Flood Zone 1 (lowest flood risk),

with some areas in Flood Zones 2 and 3. The project will be designed to remain
operational without increasing flood risk elsewhere up to and induding the 1in 100 year fiood
risk event, which includes allowances for increases in rainfall and river flows due to climate
change. We have found a potential negligible impact on flooding during the construction
phase, which would be mitigated with drainage design and other best practices. By placing
solar panels outside of high flood risk areas or growing grass below and between the panels,
we find a negligible or even positive impact during the operational stage. The Outline Surface
Water Drainage Strategy available on our website sets out the surface water management
measures which will be in place to ensure the project does not result in an increase in flood risk
elsewhere.

Cumulative impacts

As part of the EIA, we must also assess the cumulative impacts of planned and

consented developments in the local area. The map below shows the other projects
that we have considered as part of this assessment. We will continue to consult on the list
of projects to be considered. At this stage, we have identified the projects to include in this
assessment considering timing, proximity, and we will work with these other developers to
reduce potential impacts where possible.

E any
comments on the
environmental

pics and

the mitigation

proposed?
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Construction

Construction

If consented, we expect it to take around two years to construct Whitestone, beginning
in 2027 and ending in 2029. During this period, construction would be phased across
the site to minimise disturbance at any single location, however there would be work
occurring at each of W51, W52 and WS3.

Management plans

Construction of Whitestone would be informed by our final ‘detailed design’ and a
series of management plans that would be informed by ongoing consultation with
local authorities and other technical experts. We will submit outlines of these plans in
our DCO application. They will be based on best practices and will include:

@ OQOutline Construction and Environmental @ Outline Skills and Supply Chain

Management Plan (oCEMP) explains
the measures and controls we will take
to manage construction, including
how we will avoid or reduce impacts
such as noise, dust and disturbance.

Qutline Construction Traffic
Management Plan (0CTMP) describes
how we will manage vehicles
travelling to and from site during
construction. We will consult with
Mational Highways, as well as the

Management Plan describes how
we will maximise the local economic
benefit from the project.

® Outline Battery Safety Management

Plan (oBSMP), provides an overview
of the approach to safety for the
proposed BESS.

#® Outline Decommissioning

Environmental Management Plan
(oDEMP) will describe how to manage

the decommissioning process at the

lecal highway authorities to minimise
end of the life of the project.

impacts on local roads.

® Outline Landscape and Biodiversity ~ @ Outline Soils Management Plan

Management Plan (oLBMP) describes (0SMP) sets out methods and _cnntrlols
how we will manage and maintain to protect and conserve the soil during

the landscape and environmental construction.
mitigation.

Construction

Working arrangements

Working hours would typically be between 7am to 7pm Monday to Friday and 7am
to Ipm on Saturday, with no work on Sundays or Bank Holidoys. There may be times
where we need to work outside these hours - for example, when we need to move

a very large itemn like a transformer that cannot be broken up (called an ‘Abnormal
Indivisible Load’) or to perform a trenchless crossing (e.g. HDD) on the cable route or
solar area, we may do this at night or in the early hours of the moming. We would
consult on activities like this with lacal authorities and communicate with residents in
advance.

Construction compounds

These spaces would be needed for unloading and storing materials, staff parking and
welfare facilities, and management offices and oversight. Their locations have been
selected to minimise impacts on local roads.

Traffic management

While we expect construction to take around two years, the level of activity would
wary throughout this period. Construction traffic would include cars, small vans and
minibuses to transport workers, as well as HGVs, mobile cranes, and a small number
of abnormal indivisible loads (AIL) for construction materials. At the very peak of
construction, we estimate that there would be 630 daily round trips by construction
workers and approximately 203 round trips of HGVs per day. Construction delivery
traffic would be scheduled to avoid peak traffic periods (B-3am and 5-6pm).

We have assessed the cument local road network to understand which roads would be more
suitable for construction traffic. This includes avoiding roads that would be too small
for construction vehicles (HGVs) or have other size limitations on traffic. We have also
assessed the current traffic levels to understand the potential impacts of construction
wehicles. We have sought to avoid traffic through villages wherever possible.

@ Consutation Bonkiet n
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Construction Construction

Jobs and skills

Constructing, operating and decommissioning Whitestone would require a wide range of
skills and expertise. Where possible, we want to work to ensure those skills are developed
and retained within the local community. Beyond the direct employment, there would
be indirect jobs created through the supply chain and spending by the direct and
indirect workers. This would result in more than 2,000 local jobs, and approximately
£119,500,000 in benefits to the local economy during the construction period.

During construction, we envision a maximum of 600 construction jobs at the peak,
to deliver materials and construct the solar farm. Across the construction period, this
would include approximately:

General

construction i
2 Unskilled
Vehicle
workers labourers

operators

Electricians

Once operational, we would need a team of at least ‘ local, full time employees to
maintain and operate the project, including:

Landscapers Security
General guards
electricians

Site
managers
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Community benefits Community benefits

When we first introduced Whitestone, we explained that we were committed to providing
a community benefit package to ensure that there are local benefits from the project.
We want to design the community benefit package collaboratively with the community,
to make sure that it provides a meaningful benefit that supports existing initiatives and
priorities. In response to feedback from the first consultation and ongoing engagement
with elected officials, we have developed the following proposal for your feedback.

We would like to offer a community benefit fund of £400 per MW per year. Based
on the grid connection of 750MW, this would be £300,000 per year. Based on the
maximum lifespan of the project of 60 years, this would amount to £18,000,000 for
the life of the project. The final figure would be based on the operational MW output,
the lifetime of the project, and the outcomes of this consultation

We recognise it is important that the fund be managed in a way that is both transparent
and tailored to local needs, ensuring that the application process is clear and decisions
are made openly. We propose that the funds would be available through a nominated
fund manager to administer the funding, with local stakeholders and elected officials,
such as parish councils and local councillors, serving on the board to advise on funding
decisions

Groups or individuals in the local community could apply for funding for projects or
initiatives, such as:

® Improving local community facilities, like parish halls, schools, or community centres.

® Supporting education programmes, work study, and skills training for green jobs in
local schools and colleges.

® Supporting existing charities and organisations that work in the local area on mental
health, physical health and recreation, and other initiatives related to health and
wellbeing.

® Support to reduce energy costs through insulation, rooftop solar, and other energy
efficiency projects.

What would you like to see in the community
benefit package?

Are there other ideas that you think should be

included or considered?
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Consultation

Consultation

This consultation is running for six weeks, from 16 September to 28 October 2025.
During this period, anyone can provide their written feedback on our proposals through
the following methods:

® Complete the online feedback form at whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

@ Complete a paper feedback form, which is available at the public events or by
request through the project’s communications lines

® Send an email to: info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

@ Write to: Whitestone Solar Farm Freepost SEC Newgate UK Local
(no stamp is needed)

Scan here to
access the online
feedback farm

38 Coasutation Boodet @Y

Next steps

Next steps

After the consultation has ended, we will review and consider all of the feedback we
have received. This feedback, along with ongoing environmental assessments, will help
inform the final masterplan and Environmental Statement that we submit in our DCO
application.

Within the DCO application, we will also include a Consultation Report that shows
how we have had regard to all consultation feedback and how the project has further
evolved as a result of that feedback.

For future project updates, please visit our website to sign up for the ‘Keep Informed List’
at whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk.
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>

WHITESTONE

solar farm

Please contact the project team with any guestions you may have.

0800 688 9936

info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

Whitestone Solar Farm, Freepost SEC Newgate UK Local
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-

WHITESTONE

solar farm

16 September - 28 October 2025

Whitestone 3
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We are now carrying out the second consultation for Whitestone Solar Farm. After the
first consultation, held last autumn and winter, we have made significant changes

to the project in response to your feedback. This includes a reduction of around one
fourth of the solar panels across the project to create offsets around homes, villages,
and public rights of way.

During this second consultation, we are presenting the updoted masterplan as well
as the draft Environmental Stotement (draft £S). Feedback from this consultation will
inform the updated proposals that we plan to submit next year in our application

Whitestone is split across three areas, Whitestone 1(WS1), Whitestone 2 (WS2) and
Whitestone 3 (WS3). This booklet contains information about Whitestone 3

Throughout this booklet you will see text boxes to indicate the specific questions we are
asking for this consultation. You can respond to them through our online feedback form
located ot whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk. You can also submit your written feedback using
the paper feedback form, by email or by freepost to the communications lines on the
back of this booklet. Please provide your feedback bu 11:59pm 28 October 2025.

Introduction to the project
Design

Components of a solar farm
Environmental assessments
Construction

Community benefits
Consultatio

Next steps

Scan here to
access the online
feedback form

Green Nation

Whitestone Solor Farm is being brought forward by Whitestone Net Zero Ltd (owned
by Net Zero One Ltd). Net Zero One Ltd is a specialist renewable energy development
business, founded in 2021 to ensure there is sufficient funding to build, operate and
decommission Whitestone and other similar projects.

The overall manaoger for the project is Green Nation. Established in 2011, Green Nation
has been among the leaders in making the energy transition work. It is a UK-bosed
solar developer and manager of operational sites with extensive experience in both
rooftop and ground-mounted solar projects. Green Nation currently manages 75 solar
farms and more than 700 solar rooftop installations across the country. Its solar farm
portfolio totals over 200 MW of electricity producing capacity for the UK.

0 Censutation Booklet
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Introduction to the project

Why solar?

The UK has committed to eliminating fossil fuels from the power supply, to provide
energy security and reduce future energy costs while supporting the fight against
climate change. Now that the last coal power station in the UK, Ratcliffe-on-Soar, has
been closed down, new renewable energy sources are needed to come forward to keep
the lights on. At the same time, our demand for electricity continues to increase and

is projected to double by 2050. To meet these future energy needs, we must quickly
ramp up production of renewable energy here in the UK.

The Clean Power 2030 mission sets a goal to triple solar capacity by 2030, as well as
ramp up onshore and offshore wind development. Solar and wind work well together,
and a mix of both helps provide stability to the energy supply. The Solar Roadmap
explains how the UK will achieve the Clean Power mission and includes new mechanisms
to increase rooftop solar installations. From 2027, most new homes will be required to
include solar panels, known as the Future Homes Standard. We support the ‘rooftop
revolution” and continue to fund commercial rooftop installations as part of our broader
business, but note that large scale solar developments are also needed to produce
enough energy to meet our national energy goals.

Why here?

The National Grid connects energy sources to energy users through a network of
substations and overhead lines that run across the UK. However, new renewable energy
projects can only connect into the National Grid where there is available capacity,
which is limited. We secured an agreement to connect into the grid at Brinsworth
substation and then searched for land near the grid connection point that would be
suitable for solar. We also wanted to avoid environmentally sensitive areas and the
highest quality agricultural land where possible.

This process has resulted in the project boundary we presented during the last
consultation. We will continue to refine the proposals within this boundary to ensure
that there are appropriate offsets and buffers from the community and other
environmental features. See more about the buffers that we have included in the
masterplan on pages 10-11, and provide your feedback about them in your response to
the consultation questionnaire.

ximately 750 M\

which is enough to support
or
1 This is based on the average energy consumption of
3,200 KWh per year per home, and the average energy
consumption of Sheffield Northern General Hospital.
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Introduction to the project

Conisbrough

Rawmarsh

Rotherham

Maltby

&

Key
@ Potential site boundary

We recognise that the land identified for the project is on the Green Belt.

We are working to develop the project in a manner that supports many of

the same goals as the Green Belt, such as providing opportunities for
ongoing agriculture under the panels through grazing, as well as continued
recreational access through current public rights of way and new permissive
paths across the site. Solar farms also provide habitats for local wildlife, and
we plan to create new habitats for wildlife to increase biodiversity.

° Consultation Bookiet 5
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Introduction to the project

Development process

Because Whitestone would generate more than 50 MW of energy, it is considered
a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIF) according to the Planning Act
2008.2 We are therefore required by the Planning Act to apply for a Development
Consent Order (DCO) to develop Whitestone.

We will submit our DCO application to the Planning Inspectorate, who will review and
consider the application on behalf of the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net
Zero (SoS). We must demonstrate in our application that we have met requirements for
pre-application consultation with local authorities, technical bodies and members of
the community and how this has shaped our proposals. If the application meets the
requirements, it will be ‘accepted’, and the Planning Inspectorate will then appoint an
Examining Authority to review the application through a 6-month public examination
period. After this stage, the Examining Authority will make a recommendation about
whether to approve the application, and the SoS will make the final decisicn.

Indicative timeline

> September to
to January 2025 October 2025

2 Under current law, the threshold to be considered an NSIP is S0MW, but this will increase to 100MW ot the end of 2025.
‘Whitestone is still above the new threshold and will continue to be considered an NSIP

5 Consuitation Booklst \.U

Introduction to the project

Consultation

Before we submit our DCO application, we are required to consult with local communities,
elected officials and technical stakeholders. We held our first consultation between
Novermnber 2024 and January 2025 on our initial proposals. During that period, we
received 940 pieces of feedback and met with 702 individuals at public events. We
also met with MPs, parish councils, ward councillors and residents who live near the
project boundary. We want to thank everyone who took the time to engage with the
consultation and send in your feedback.

We reviewed all the feedback we received and made significant changes to the project
design. This includes removing one fourth of the panels to create offsets around homes,
villages and public rights of way (see pages 10-17 for more information about how the
design has changed).

We also received feedback around the specific topics to consider in the environmental
assessments, which we are now presenting in the draft Environmental Statement (draft
ES) as part of this second consultation. This consultation is considered ‘statutory’
becaouse it is required by the Planning Act 2008. See pages 26-29 of this booklet

for more information on the draft ES or view it in its entirety at our project website
(whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk) and in person at the public information events.

Summel

G Consultobon Booklet 7
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Design

Design process

By their nature, the development of projects like Whitestone is iterative. This means
that at each stage of consultation, we will present on updated project design that

has been refined by consultation feedback and the results of the environmental and
technical assessments. As the project progresses, we will be able to present a more
refined and detailed design. Even if an individual or organisation submitted feedback
during the first consultation, we would encourage them to submit their feedback again
in the second consultation to help further refine the project.

P
o) %i &
gt DETAILED
DESIGN

UPDATED
DESIGN

EARLY
DESIGN

st Consultation 2nd Consultation DCO submission Post Consent
Autumn 2024 Autumn 2025 Spring 2026 2027
] Cangultation Bockiet @Y

Design

Design principles

We have defined the following design principles that we will use throughout the
development process. These design principles will evolve in time and be informed
by feedback from the local community and wider stakeholders.

@ Maximise the amount of renewable energy provided to the National Grid
Craft a project that is resilient to climate change
Limit the amount of embodied carbon across the project where reasonable

Engage with stakeholders to develop the design

Find out what is important to people about the local area and seek to
incorporate feedback

Consider how people engage with their local environment and retain
these patterns

Enhance recreational access across the landscape
Respect landscape character and cultural heritage
Minimise visual impact

Aim to support local wildlife and biodiversity

Support local ecology and enhance biodiversity, enriching ecosystems
where possible

@® Support research and development

=,

@ Consultation Boaklet °
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Design

Updated Masterplan - Whitestone 3
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Design Design

Summary of design changes

During the first consultation, we received detailed feedback around requested offsets near
homes, villages and public rights of way to reduce potential visual impacts. In response
to this feedback, we have removed around one fourth of the solar panels from the
project. To better understand the scale of these changes for Whitestone 3, please see
the images below.

Harthill

?

o

Harthil
Please provide your feedback
on our updated masterplan.

12 Consuitation Booklet o @ Consultation Booklet B
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Where we have removed solar panels from the project to reduce potential visual As we complete the environmental impact assessments, we may identify
impacts, the land could be used for environmental mitigation and enhancement. the need to set aside land for certain species to mitigate potential impacts in
These areas would not have any above-ground infrastructure, but may still be other areas of the project. If we identify that we do not need all of this land for
needed for underground cables or access tracks to support the rest of the project. mitigation, we may choose to remove it from the project boundary altogether.

In this case, the land would remain with the landowner and could continue to

These spaces could be planted with a mix of native grasses or wildflowers to be used as it is today.

support local wildlife. Projects like Whitestone are now required to increase
biodiversity by at least 10%, however, most solar farms exceed this requirement.
We are exploring a variety of methods to increase biodiversity in these areas,
which could include bat boxes, bug hotels and water scrapes to provide new
habitats for vital pollinators, small mammails and bird species.
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Design

Visualisations

Below are examples of offsets from woodlands and homes.

Fence Solar PV's

| AR R

I T min. 25m { |

Existing L i and Shade tolerant seed mix
areas e.g. species-rich grassland

Existing hedgerow Solar PV's
with trees

L_IIHIIII!IIII! T

I | i |

f ] min. S0m I AL 1

ial p i L itigation and Shade tolerant seed mix
areas e.g. species-rich grassland
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Design

Design

Existing public rights of way and new permissive
p(]t hs Below are examples of offsets from public rights of way.

We currently anticipate that all existing public rights of way would remain open

throughout the project’s lifetime. However, some temporary closures may be needed

during construction for safety reasons. Any public rights of way that are within the project Solar PV's Fence and Proposed Hedge
boundary would be maintained by us. The masterplan includes a minimum of 15m offset

from either side of paths, or 30m total. In most cases, we have been able to provide more

than this minimum by removing panels from the field on one side of the path.

As part of the masterplan, we would like to offer new permissive paths to expand l.ll"lll.llﬂl‘ S Mo e
| catnte t

recreational access across the site and formalise informal paths that are already being
used. In response to feedback from the first consultation and ongoing engagement with
local stakeholders, we are proposing new permissive paths across the site (shown in the
masterplan on pages 10-11). They would be available for walkers and cyclists throughout
the lifetime of the project. These will continue to evolve based on feedback from this [
consultation and ongoing discussions with landowners.

min. 15m T 1

Shade tolerant seed mix Public Right of Landscape mitigation and enhancement
Way areas e.g. species-rich grassland

Solar PV's Fence and Proposed Hedge

L e e

@ | T min. 15m I T 1

] Shade tolerant seed mix Public Right of
Way
Do you have feedback about the proposed permissive paths?
Are there other paths you would like to see?
. Consultation Booklet e ° Consultation Booklet »
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Components of a solar farm

Components of a solar farm

© % %13 %413 Zm

i

Solar panels would collect energy from sunlight and convert it to low voltage,
direct current (DC) electricity.

Underground cables would carry the electricity from the solar panels to
other components around the site and to the final point of connection to the
National Grid.

Power conversion stations (PCS) would change the power from DC to
Alternating Current (AC) and increase the voltage.

A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) would store the energy during
times of low energy demand until it is needed. The BESS could also take up
extra energy from the grid to store until it is needed most.

Substations would increase the voltage again to prepare it to enter the grid.
Smaller ‘satellite’ substations would be located in Whitestone 1and 2 to
increase the voltage of the electricity. Another larger ‘primary’ substation
would be needed to collect the electricity and increase the voltage again to
prepare it to transfer to the National Grid.

The energy would then be transferred into the National Grid at the new
substation near Brinsworth (Brinsworth B), so that it could go on to power
homes, businesses, schools and hospitals across the UK.

20
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Components of a solar farm

Appearance

The power conversion stations (PCS) and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
would typically look like shipping containers, with their technical components hidden
inside. The PCS units would be painted green or other natural colours to blend into the
landscape.

Security

For safety and security, fields with solar
panels would be surrounded by fencing,
of wooden post and wire configuration.
The fence would include CCTV, installed
along the fence lines looking inward.
Mammal gates would be included to
ensure that local wildlife can still move
across the areq, while keeping humans
out. For safety reasons, the substations
and BESS areas would need more
substantial ‘palisade’ fencing to prevent
anyone entering these areas.

@ Consultotion Booklet 2n

Consultation Report Appendix D Statutory Consultation Materials

whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

Page 55



CONSULTATION REPORT APPENDIX D

Components of a solar farm

Noise

The solar panels would be fixed, so they
do not make any noise. However, some
of the other components of the solar
farm, including the power conversion
stations (PCS), batteries and substations
do make a buzzing sound. Therefore,

it is important that we locate these
components away from homes and
other key locations to minimise potential
impacts.

In the updated masterplan, the potential
locations for substations and batteries
are at least 250m away from homes

to avoid noise impacts. The PCS units
would be located in the fields with the
solar panels, at least 100m away from
homes and 50m away from public rights
of way whenever possible. If they need to
be located closer to homes or paths, then
they would include noise mitigation to
ensure that they do not increase ambient
noise levels by more than 5 decibels
subject to local context.

These distances will be further informed
by ongoing noise assessments to better
understand the existing noise levels
and how the technology could create
potential impacts.

Heights

Solar technology is evolving rapidly,
which means that we might not be

able confirm the specific details of
components that we will use right now.
Where this is the case, we are assessing
the impacts of a ‘worst-case’ scenario.
For example, if we don’t yet know how
tall a part of the project will be, we assess
its tallest possible height. You may see
this called ‘the Rochdale Envelope’ which
is the principle that allows flexibility in
design for DCO projects like Whitestone
to permit changes in its design up to
certain parameters. This is important so
that we can account for uncertainties in
the design and technological changes.

These are the maximum heights for
the various components that we are
assessing:

® Solar Panels: 3.8m
@ Wooden pole and wire fencing: 2.2m
® BESS: 3.5m

@ Substations: 13.5m

22
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Components of a solar farm

Substations and batteries

In order to collect the energy from the solar panels and transfer it to the grid, the project
needs three substations: one primary substation in WS2, and one satellite substation
for both WS1 and WS2. The primary substation would be up to 100m wide by 170m
long, while the smaller satellite substations would be up to 90m wide by 130m long. As
shown in the illustrative masterplan on pages 10-11, we have identified three different
potential locations for the primary substation, and five potential locations for the
satellite substations. These are based on technical assessments, including access

and ground conditions, as well as proximity to homes and environmentally sensitive
areas. Similarly, we have identified two different locations where the batteries could

be located within WS2. We are now consulting on these options for substations and
batteries in order to make the final decision on where they should be located.

Example of a typical substation

?

o

Please provide any feedback
you have on the potential

locations for the substations
and batteries.

° Consultotion Booklet 23
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Components of a solar farm

Underground cabling

Underground cables are needed to connect the sections of the project together and
into the National Grid. After installation, these cables would no longer be visible, and
normal activities could continue above them.

Most cables could be laid through open trenches, where the cable is laid approximately
1m below the ground level, and then soil is replaced on top. Through more sensitive
areas, such as woodlands, highways, or streams, we may need to use trenchless
crossing methods, such as Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD), which drills under the
sensitive area and pulls the cable through.

Typical horizontal
directional drilling
method

3 Horizontal Prea led

 directional s ._,"ﬁipe'_ ect?on
rilling -~ pulled through :
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Components of a solar farm

Cable corridor options

To connect WS1, WS2 and WS3 to each other and into the National Grid, we have
identified several options for the cable routes. These have been informed by technical
assessments, as well as initial environmental assessments to avoid sensitive areas.
We are now consulting on these cable route options to help make the final decision on
which routes to use.

Conisbeough

Rawmarsh

Rotherham

Maltby

Dinnington

Key
® Potential site boundary

@ Cable corridor options.

?

o

Please provide any feedback
on the potential cable route

options.

@ Consultation Boaldet 25
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Environmental assessments Environmental assessments

Protecting the environment

o Z . These are the environmental topics that we are assessing for the EIA:
Because it is an NSIP, we are required to complete an Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA) of the potential impacts of Whitestone during construction, operation
(and maintenance) and decommissioning. If we identify any potential significant

Biodiversity and nature
conservation

Climate change and

impacts, we must also explain how we would mitigate thern.
. greenhouse gas

Key milestones in this process include:

® The Scoping Opinion is an important first step in the EIA process. We submitted
our Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) on our proposed approach
to the EIA, and after consulting with technical stakeholders, they responded with . Landscape and visual
their Scoping Opinion. This document details which environmental topics we must

consider in the assessments, and now forms the basis of our assessments.

Air quality

® The draft Environmental Statement {draft ES) includes the preliminary results of Cultural heritage and Traff dt +
raffic and transpor
the ElA and is the subject of this consultation. We are required to consult on these archaeology b
initial results in order to fact check our approach and findings, before completing
the assessments.
- i - " Ground conditions and y . .
@ The Environmental Statement (ES) will include the final results of the ElA and will be hd lit Noise and vibration
included in our DCO application. It will be informed by the feedback we receive on cndQHaid
the draft ES.
All of the DCO application will be made public through the PINS website. Water resources and Socioeconomics, tourism and
flood risk recreation and land use
Other environmental issues
Waste, glint and glare, telecommunications and utilities, major accidents and disasters,
electromagnetic fields.
Scan here to .E 0] Scan here to view the
view the Scoping full Draft Environmental
Opinion =7 Statement
26 Consuitotion Booklet e @ Consultation Bookiet 7
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Environmental assessments

Below are some of the key findings in the draft ES:

We have consulted with the Environment Agency (EA), Canal and Rivers Trust,

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and Natural England to understand the existing local
ecology. We have also conducted a variety of surveys to identify protected or sensitive
species, including badgers, winter birds, breeding birds, bats, great crested newts, reptiles,
otters and water voles. Subject to the completion of the remaining surveys and the use of
appropriate buffers in the masterplan, we do not expect any significant adverse effects and
do expect significant benefits for biodiversity.

Landscape and visual
We used desk-based research to understand landscape character, and conducted

on site walkovers, both in winter and summer, to assess potential views from
viewpoints. This assessment considers residents within the local areq, users of public rights
of way and bridleways, users of the local road network, and visitors to local attractions.
Some significant impacts are found just ofter construction. These will be mitigated with new
plantings, including hedgerows and trees, to create a natural screening.

. Biodiversity and nature conservation

Cultural heritage and archaeology

We have consulted with South Yorkshire Archaeological Service to discuss our

proposed approach to fieldwork. We have completed geophysical surveys across
the majority of the solar areas to identify underground cultural assets. We have also
completed desk-based assessments to identify above-ground assets, including listed
buildings, conservation areas and scheduled monuments, which include Conisbrough Castle
and the Roman villa located in WS1. The masterplan includes offsets around these assets to
reduce potential impacts. While a few minor impacts are identified, they are not considered to
be significant and will be mitigated with further changes to the masterplan or introduction of
natural screening.

Ground conditions and land quality
In addition to desk-based assessments, we have also completed agricultural land
classification (ALC) surveys to identify soil quality across most of the solar areas,

which found that 21% is considered best and most versatile land (Grades 1, 2, and 3a) while
the remaining 79% is lower grade agricultural land.

We have completed a carbon footprint assessment and found that while the

project would produce around 525,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO,e)
during construction, operation and decommissioning, it would avoid 16 million tonnes of
CO,e through the production of renewable energy during the project’s lifetime. This is a net
reduction of 15.5 million tonnes of COze.

‘ Climate change and greenhouse gas

28 Consultation Booklet @

Environmental assessments

Water resources and flood risk

The EA Flood Map shows that most of the site is in Flood Zone 1 (lowest flood risk),

with some areas in Flood Zones 2 and 3. The project will be designed to remain
operational without increasing flood risk elsewhere up to and including the 1in 100 year flood
risk event, which includes allowances for increases in rainfall and river flows due to climate
change. We have found a potential negligible impact on flooding during the construction
phase, which would be mitigated with drainage design and other best practices. By placing
solar panels outside of high flood risk areas or growing grass below and between the panels,
we find a negligible or even positive impact during the operational stage. The Outline Surface
Water Drainage Strategy available on our website sets out the surface water management
measures which will be in place to ensure the project does not result in an increase in flood risk
elsewhere.

Cumulative impacts
As part of the EIA, we must also assess the cumulative impacts of planned and

consented developments in the local area. The map below shows the other projects
that we have considered as part of this assessment. We will continue to consult on the list
of projects to be considered. At this stage, we have identified the projects to include in this
assessment considering timing, proximity, and we will work with these other developers to
reduce potential impacts where possible.

o

Do you have any
comments on the

environmental
topics and
the mitigation
proposed?

e Consultation Booldet 29
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Constructien

Construction

If consented, we expect it to take around two years to construct Whitestone, beginning
in 2027 and ending in 2029. During this period, construction would be phased across
the site to minimise disturbance at any single location, however there would be work
occurring at each of WS1, WS2 and WS3.

Management plans

Construction of Whitestone would be informed by our final ‘detailed design’ and a
series of management plans that would be informed by ongoing consultation with
local authorities and other technical experts. We will submit outlines of these plans in
our DCO application. They will be based on best practices and will include:

@ Outline Construction and Environmental @ Outline Skills and Supply Chain

Management Plan (0CEMP) explains
the measures and controls we will take
to manage construction, including
how we will avoid or reduce impacts
such as noise, dust and disturbance.

Qutline Construction Traffic
Management Plan (0CTMP) describes
how we will manage vehicles
travelling to and from site during
construction. We will consult with
National Highways, as well as the
local highway authorities to minimise
impacts on local roads.

Outline Landscape and Biodiversity
Management Plan (oLBMP) describes
how we will manage and maintain
the landscape and environmental
mitigation.

Management Plan describes how
we will maximise the local economic
benefit from the project.

Qutline Battery Safety Management
Plan (oBSMP), provides an overview
of the approach to safety for the
proposed BESS.

Qutline Decommissioning
Environmental Management Plan
(oDEMP) will describe how to manage
the decommissioning process at the
end of the life of the project.

Qutline Soils Management Plan
(0SMP) sets out methods and controls
to protect and conserve the soil during
construction.

30

Consuitation Booklet e

Construction

Working arrangements

Working hours would typically be between 7am to 7pm Monday to Friday and 7am
to Ipm on Saturday, with no work on Sundays or Bank Holidoys. There may be times
where we need to work outside these hours - for example, when we need to move
avery large item like a transformer that cannot be broken up (called an ‘Abnormal
Indivisible Load’) or to perform a trenchless crossing (e.g. HDD) on the cable route or
solar area, we may do this at night or in the early hours of the morning. We would
consult on activities like this with local autherities and communicate with residents in
advance.

Construction compounds

These spaces would be needed for unloading and storing materials, staff parking and
welfare facilities, and management offices and oversight. Their locations have been
selected to minimise impacts on local roads.

Traffic management

While we expect construction to take around two years, the level of activity would
vary throughout this period. Construction traffic would include cars, small vans and
minibuses to transport workers, as well as HGVs, mobile cranes, and a small number
of abnormal indivisible loads (AIL) for construction materials. At the very peak of
construction, we estimate that there would be 630 daily round trips by construction
workers and approximately 203 round trips of HGVs per day. Construction delivery
traffic would be scheduled to avoid peak traffic periods (8-9am and 5-6pm).

We have assessed the current local road network to understand which roads would be more
suitable for construction traffic. This includes avoiding roads that would be too small
for construction vehicles (HGVs) or have other size limitations on traffic. We have also
assessed the current traffic levels to understand the potential impacts of construction
vehicles. We have sought to avoid troffic through villages wherever possible.

@ Consultation Booklet n
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Construction Construction
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Construction Construction

Jobs and skills

Constructing, operating and decommissioning Whitestone would require a wide range of
skills and expertise. Where possible, we want to work to ensure those skills are developed
and retained within the local community. Beyond the direct employment, there would
be indirect jobs crected through the supply choin and spending by the direct and
indirect workers. This would result in more than 2,000 local jobs, and approximately
£119,500,000 in benefits to the local economy during the construction period.

During construction, we envision a maximum of 600 construction jobs ot the peak,
to deliver materials and construct the solar farm. Across the construction period, this
would include approximately:

General
construction
workers

Electricians

Once operational, we would need a team of at least . local, full time employees to
maintain and operate the project, including:

Security

General guards
electricions

Site
managers

Site HSE
manager

34 Coruitation Bosic: \gY & Comutetion Boobic: 3
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Community benefits Community benefits

Community benefits

When we first introduced Whitestone, we explained that we were committed to providing

a community benefit package to ensure that there are local benefits from the project.
We want to design the community benefit package colloboratively with the community

to make sure that it provides a meaningful benefit that supports existing initiotives and
priorities. In response to feedback from the first consultation and ongoing engagement
with elected officials, we have developed the following proposal for your feedback

We would like to offer o community benefit fund of E400 per MW per year. Based
on the grid connection of 7SOMW, this would be £300,000 per year. Based on the
maximum lifespan of the project of 60 years, this would amount to £18,000,000 for
the life of the project. The final figure would be based on the operational MW output,
the lifetime of the project, and the outcomes of this consultation.

We recognise it is important that the fund be managed in a way that is both tronsparent
and tailored to local needs, ensuring that the application process is clear and decisions
are made openly. We propose that the funds would be available through a nominated
fund manager to administer the funding, with local stakeholders and elected officials,
such as porish councils ond local councillors, serving on the board to advise on funding

decisions

Groups or individuals in the local community could apply for funding for projects or

nitictives, such as:
@ Improving local community facilities, like parish halls, schools, or community centres

® Supporting education programmes, work study, ond skills training for green jobs in

local schools ond colleges.

® Supporting existing charities and orgonisations that work in the local area on menta!
health, physical health and recreation, and other initiatives related to health ond
wellbeing

® Support to reduce energy cos
efficiency projects

s through insulation, rcoftop solar, and other energy

What would you like to see in the community
benefit package?

Are there other ideas that you think should be
included or considered?

36 Consuitotion Booklet \gy @ Connulte
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Consultation

Consultation

This consultation is running for six weeks, from 16 September to 28 October 2025
During this period, anyone can provide their written feedback on our proposals through
the following methods!

® Complete the online feedback form at whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

@ Complete a paper feedback form, which is available at the public events or by
request through the project’s communications lines

® Send an email to: info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

® Write to: Whitestone Solar Farm Freepost SEC Newgate UK Local
(no stamp is needed)

Scan here to
access the online

feedback form

se Conustation Bookie! gy

Next steps

Next steps

After the consultation has ended, we will review ond consider all of the feedback we
have received. This feedback, along with ongoing environmental assessments, will help
inform the final masterplan and Environmental Statermnent thot we submit in our DCO
application.

Within the DCO application, we will also include a Consultation Report that shows
how we have had regard to all consultation feedback and how the project has further
evolved os a result of that feedback

For future project updates, please visit ourwebsite to sign up for the ‘Keep Informed List’
at whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk.
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-

WHITESTONE

solar farm

Please contact the project team with any questions you may have.

0B0OO 688 9936

info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

Whitestone Solar Farm, Freepost SEC Newgate UK Local
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APPENDIX D2 MASTERPLANS

Appendix D2.1 Indicative Construction Masterplan (8 slides)
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Appendix D2.2 Indicative Construction Masterplan (Whitestone 1, 2 and 3)
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R

E Potent:l solar panels and associated

Potential iandscape mitigation and
echancement areas.

Amsmmmarer | Existing Public Rights of Way
- Potential substation and BESS or solar panels

- Potential substation or solar panels

Substation reference
| WS1,2, 3= Whitestone 1, 2and 3
L S = Satelifte substation. P = Primary substation.

Cable route refesence
CR1a  CRI,2,3= Cabie route extending fom Whitestone.
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- Potential Isndscape miligation and
enhancement areas

\ o Existing Public Rights of Way

| %7 7} Potental cable comidor boundary

- Potential subsistion and BESS o solar panels
Potential substation of solar paneis.
]
7 paneis)

Proposed location for new National Grid
substation at Brinsworth (Brinsworth B)

@  Potential sccess paints

. @  Potential crossing points
Emmnmumm
Potential construction compound locations

> m Potential cable and vehicle crossing points

Substation reference.
WS1,2,3 = Whiesione 1,2and 3
S = Satelite substation. P = Primary substation.

Cable route reference

CR1, 2.3  Cabie route extending from Whilestone
1.2and3.

a-d = individual options under consideraton.
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Appendix D2.3 Indicative Operation Masterplan (Whitestone 1, 2 and 3)
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Substation reference
WS1,2. 3= Whitestone 1, 2 and 3
S = Satelte substation. P = Primary substation.
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Appendix D2.4 Indicative Operation Masterplan (8 slides)
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APPENDIX D3 STATUTORY
CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE

@

WHITESTONE

solar farm

16 September - 28 October 2025

We are currently conducting our second round of consultation for Whitestone Solar
Farm, and we want to hear from you.

This questionnaire is designed to be used alongside the consultation booklet, available on our
website, at our information events or by request, which provides more information about the
proposals. You can answer as many or as few questions as you like.

All responses must be received by 11:59pm on 28 October 2025. To submit your feedback, return this
completed questionnaire by post (no stamp required) to: Whitestone Solar Farm FREEPOST SEC
NEWGATE UK LOCAL.

You can also complete this questionnaire online at whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk or, if you would prefer
to not use this form, you can email your feedback to info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk.

After this consultation, we will consider all the feedback that we have received, which will help inform
the design.

By submitting your feedback, you agree to our terms and conditions and that you have read our
Privacy Notice.

About you

You do not need to provide any personal information, however it will assist us in contacting you
regarding your feedback, if needed. All personal information will be stored in compliance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

Name:

Email: Postcode:

Q1. Which site are you most interested in? (please tick)
These are shown on the map on page 5 of the consultation booklet.
[l Whitestone 1
[} Whitestone 2
[l Whitestone 3

[] All of the above
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Q2. Please provide your feedback on our updated masterplan.

You can view our updated masterplans on our website whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk or in the
consultation booklet on pages 10-11.

Q3. Do you have feedback about the proposed permissive paths?
Are there other paths you would like to see?

You can view our proposed permissive paths on pages 10-11 in the consultation booklet.
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Q4. Please provide any feedback you have on the potential locations for the
substations and batteries.

You can find the potential locations on the illustrative masterplan on pages 10-11.

Q5. Please provide any feedback on the potential cable route options.

You can find out more information about cable routes on page 25 of the consultation booklet.

Q6. What would you like to see in the community benefit package?
Are there other ideas that you think should be included or considered?

Please see page 36 of the consultation for more information about our proposed community benefit
fund.
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Q7. Do you have any comments on the environmental topics and the mitigation
proposed?
For information on our preliminary environmental assessments, please see our consultation

booklet from pages 26-29 and the draft Environmental Statement, available to view on our
website whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk.

Q8. Do you have any other comments you would like us to consider?

Please contact the project team with any Personal information that is supplied to the Applicant in
questions you may have. response to this consultation will be held securely and
only used for purposes in connection with the statutory

0800 688 9936

consultation, the DCO process and further development

info@whitestonesolorform.co.uk of the Proposed Development. Outside of these purposes,
the Applicant may be required to provide personal details
whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk if under a legal obligation to do so such as if the Planning

: Inspectorate requests original responses. For further details
Whitestone Solar Farm, Freepost SEC P 9 9 P

lease see our privacy policy at: www.whitestonesolarfarm.
Newgate UK Local e P Y poicy

co,uk/privocg-policg-2/ and the Planning Inspectorate’s
Privacy Notice at: www.gov.uk/government/publications/

planning-inspectorate-privacy-notices
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APPENDIX D4 SCREENSHOTS OF
PROJECT WEBSITE
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Appendix D4.1 Home Page

&

WHITESTONE

Whitestone Solar Farm

Project information Community consultation Development process
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Appendix D4.2 Project Information page

WHITESTONE Home  Project information Development Process v  Resources v  Contact us

Project information

Project location

Whitestone is a proposed solar farm that would be locoted in South
Yorkshire, between Rotherham and Doncaster. The project is located

across three sections, Whitestone 1in the north near Conisbrough,

Whitestone 2 in the centre around Ulley, and Whitestone 3, in the

south near Harthill and Woodall.

The project would connect into the new National Grid substation

near Brinsworth. Underground cables would connect the three 1

sections of the project together and into the grid connection.

Why here?

The National Grid connects power users to power sources across the UK, through o
network of substations, pylons and cables. New energy projects can only connect
into the National Grid at locations where there is available capacity. There was
capacity at Brinsworth, so we were able to secure an agreement for a new energy
project to connect ot this location. Once we had secured the grid connection
agreement, we looked for land nearby thot would be suitable for solar. We also

wanted to avoid environmentally sensitive areas and the highest quality

agricultural land, where possible.
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Why solar?

The UK has commmitted to eliminating fossil fuels from the power
supply, to provide energy security and reduce future energy costs

while supporting the fight against climate change. Now that the last

ew wind turbine

coal power station in the UK, Ratcliffe-on-Soar, has been closed

Ratcliffe on Soar
gererated 2 GW,

down, new renewable energy sources are needed to come forward to
keep the lights on. At the same time, our demand for electricity \
continues to increase and is projected to double by 2050. To meet

these future energy needs, we must quickly ramp up production of

An average roaft
olas installa

renewable energy here in the UK.

The Clean Power 2030 mission sets a goal to triple solar capacity by

2030, while also ramping up onshore and offshore wind i Suslies sl iyl dotl el

development. Sclar and wind work well together, and a mix of both

helps provide stability to the energy supply.

The Solar Roodmap explains how the UK will achieve the Clean
Power mission and includes new mechanisms to increase rooftop
solar installations. From 2027, most new homes will be required to
include solar panels, known as the Future Homes Standard. We
support the ‘rooftop reveolution” and continue to explore commercial
rooftop installations as part of our broader business, but note that
large scale solar developments are needed to produce enough

energy to meet our national energy goals.

Components of a solar farm

Whitestone would include the necessary components to collect energy from sunlight ond prepare it to be tronsferred to the Notional Grid, where
it will go on to power homes, businesses, schools and hospitals across the UK. Hover over the numbers below to learn more about the

components that Whitestone would include.

W\

] oft
[

°'°T°“|

[ ]

— |3
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Green spaces

In addition to the technical components thot are needed for the

project to operate, there would be green spaces beneath, between

and around the panels. These areas would not have any above-
ground infrastructure, and would be planted with o mix of native
species, including grosses, wildflowers, hedges and trees to
support local wildlife. These spaces would help reduce potential
impacts by creating offsets away from key locations, including
homes and public rights of way os well as environmental and

culturclly sensitive locations.

Detailed proposals

The project is still in early stages of design, but has already changed
significantly in response to feedback from the first consultation, as well as

the results of environmental and technical assessments.
Initial design (Autumn 2024)

During the first consultation, we presented the initial proposals faor

Whitestone, which can be found here: Whitestone 1, Whitestone 2, and

Updated design (Spring 2025)

In response to feedback from the community and other stokeholders, we

removed around one fourth of the area far solar panels in order to create

buffers around homes, villages, and the public rights of way. Mest of these

areas are still included in the project boundaory, and would be used for

environmental mitigation and enhancernent. This means thaot they would

not hove any above-ground infrastructure, but would be planted with o mix

of native wildflowers and grasses to support wildlife. They are marked in

green in the updated masterplans saved here: Wh

and Whitestone 3.

Current propasals (Autumn 2025)

Bosed on environmental and technical ossessments, we have identified

potential locations for the substations and botteries. We have also identified

the potential cable route options to connect the three parts of the project
together and into the Motional Grid. We presented these proposals for

D feedback in the second consultation.
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The Developer

The Proposed Development is being brought forward by Whitestone Net Zero Ltd (owned by Met Zero One Ltd). Net Zero One
Ltd is o specialist renewable energy development business, founded in 2021 to ensure there is sufficient funding to build,

operate and decommission the Proposed Development ond other similar projects.

ect is Green Nation. Establis

The averall manager for the pro ed in 2011, Green Nation has been amaong the leaders in

GREEN NATION

SOLAR ENERGY making the energy transition work. It is a UK-based solar developer and manager of operational sites with extensive
i 8 2RO

experience in both rooftop and ground-mounted sclar projects. Green Nation currently manages 75 solar farms and more

than 700 sclar rooftop installations across the country. lts solar farm portfolio totals over 200 MW of electricity producing

capacity for the UK.
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Appendix D4.3 Development Process page

)

WHITESTONE

Development process

Applying for Consent

Faces foo Knieg > 0 ° Scoping

(Statutory)

Protecting the environment

° DCO Submission

° S0S Decision

Oeaft Crwrormantol Satenest (K3)

Srmimrne ohok Aoterrert 055 ° « truct
onstruction

Consulting with local communities and experts

° Operation covkd begin

Soat Carnutistion

Secmd Cornibiation
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Appendix D4.4 Consultation page

@

WHITESTONE

Consultation

Consultotion is on important part of the development

Farm. We held our sultation from 18

24 to 31 Jonuary
considered all of the feedback we received and made significant changes

to the proje

Qur sacond round of consultation ran over o sik-week periog from 168

September to 2B October 2025. We presented cur updoted praposols

ond the preliminary re of the environmental assessments for

consultation

We want to thank eve he time to e

ge with the

consultation and submit their feedback. We are now processing and

cnalysing this feedback so thot it ca eviewed b

he project team

1 §

Feedback from this consultation, along with the resul angoing

environmental and technical assessry s will help inform the updated

ol Impact Assessment that we

project design and final Environme

submit in our application for develogment cansent.

Consultation materials

Leorn mare ocbout our updoted proposals through t

sultotion maotenals below

C ion Booklet & Questi

Indicative Masterplans The Draft Environmental Statement

The indicative operational masterplan sh The te n and its f are here,

he Consultation Booklet is the main decurment

View the full document at the

the updoted design. This inc

fort nsultation and has all the information
you need to respond to the consultation

s of the ell as the proposed

questionnaire. There are three vers

landscope mitigation ond enhancement areas.

beoklet, one section of the project

This 1s ovailoble for eoch of the three sections of

* the project, 05 as the whale project 5
* over 8 poges to be the some zoomed in
.

ective.

The questionnaire is availoble

plon shews construction

tes and compounds, and is

stone 1, Whitestone 2

ne 3, as well as the whole project

ead over 8 poges to show the scme

ctive.
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Information events

o learn more about our proposals ond meet the project

team, we held eight public information events during the

Have your soy

]

Fill in our online questionnaire

2nd Consultotion

Post Consent

Thursday, 2 October 2025 10am-2pm

Friday, 3 October 2025 Jom-5pm
Saturday, 4 October 2025 10om-3pm
Tuesday, 7 October 2025 3pm-7pm
Wednesdcu. 8 October 2025 3pm-7pm
Monday, 13 October 2025 2pm-6pm

uesday, 14 October 2025 3pm-7pm

Wednesdaoy, 15 October 2025, 12-4pm

Email us

Next steps

Thurcroft Gordon Bennett Memorial Hall,

S66 9DD

Todwick Village Hall, 526 1HJ

Cenisbrough Ivanhoe Centre, DN12 2JX

Harthill Village Hell, 526 7YL

Rovenfield Pansh Hall. SE5 4PT

Treeton Recding Room, S60 5QP

Ulley Village Hall, 526 3YD

Whiston Village Hall, S60 4HX

K]

Write to us
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Appendix D4.5 Document Library

WHlTESTONE Home Project information  Development Process v  Resources ¥  Contact us

Document library

Here you can find copies of all of the documents for

Whitestone as the project progresses.

Second Consultation September - October 2025

e This is the lzeoflet to announce the consultation.
e This is the Statement of Community Consultotion which explains how we plan to consult with the community.
o The exhibition boards from the public information events.

» Consultation booklet for

e Whitestone
¢ Whitestone Z
° t 3

+ lllustrative Masterplans include:
¢ Updated illustrotive maosterplans for

= The whole project over 8 slides.

o Construction illustrative masterplans for

= Whitestone
. estone 2
. Whitestone 4

s The whole project over 8 slides.
+ The Draft ES includes:
o the MNon Technical Summoar

¢ the Man Technicol Summoary Appendix 1 F

o the full document is available in the toggles below
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Project update: August 2025

s This is the Programme Document.

Project update: March 2025

» These are the updated moasterplans for Whitestone
1, Whitestone 2 and Whitestone 3.
» This is o community update newsletter for

Whitestone 1, Whitestone 2 and Whitestone 3.
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First Consultation (Non-statutory): November 2024 - January
2025

. klet— This is the consultation booklet to exploin our proposals.
« Questionnaire - The guestionnaire is available in o tal or t version.
= Masterplan - These are the draft masterplans for Whitest , Whitest 2 and Whit
Launch
. iflet - This is a short leaflet to introduce the
project.
. T e N - This map shows the areo

we are considering for Whitestone.
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Appendix D4.6 Contact us Page

WHITESTONE Home Project information Development Process v Resources v  Contact us

Contact us

Get in touch through our dedicated communications lines or the form

below.

© @ ®)

Call Email Write to

0800 688 9936 fo{@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk Whitestone Solar Farm

Freepost SEC NEWGATE UK LOCAL

(no stamp is needed)

Get in contact

Sam Jones® name{@company.com

Write your query here

By submitting a contact form, you agree to our terms and conditions and that you have reod our Privocy Policy.
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Welcome

Thank you for visiting our public information event
about Whitestone Solar Farm.

We held owr first consultation for
Whitestone from Novernber 2024 to
Jonuary 2025, During thot pericd, we
received 340 pisces of feedback and
met 702 individucls ot public events.
We also met with MPs, parish councils,
ward counciliors and residents who live
near the project boundany, We wont to
thank everyone who took the time to
engage with the consultation ond send
in your feedbock.

In resporse to the feedbock we received,
we hove mode significant changes

to the project design. This indudes o
reduction of cround one fourth of the
solar panels to ceate offsets oound
homes, villoges ond public rights of woy,
Based on technical and environmental
cssessments, we hove now updoted
the masterplon to indude the potentiol
locations for substations, batteries, ond
coble routes.

Green Nation

Durring this second consultation, from
6 September to 28 October, we are
presenting this updated masterplon
as well as the droft Envisonmental
Statermnent (ES) which includes the
prefiminany results of ervircnmental
assessments. Feedback from this
consultotion will inform the updated
praposals thot we plan to submit
next yeor in our application.

During this event, you con review our
materials that explain how the project
has changed, maet the peoject teom to
ask ony questions you may hove, and
submit your written feedbock for this
consultotion,

Thank you for coming.

WV
e
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Why do we need solar?

Our demand for electricity continues to grow and s projected to double by 2050,
To mest this demand with dean energy, mare solor and wind ensrgy projects ore
needed. The Clean Power 2030 mission sets a goal to triple solor copocity by 2030,
os well os ramp up onshare ond offshore wind development. Solar end wind work
wedl together, and o mix of both helps provide stobility to the energy supphy.

We support the ‘moftop revolution” ond continue to explore commercial rooftop
nstaliotions as part of cur brooder business, but note that large scole solar
developments are needed to produce enough energy to meet our national

energy goaks.

Why here?

The Nationol Grid connects erergy
sources to enengy users through o
network of substotions ond ovesheod
lines thot run ocross the UK. However,
new renewoble energy projects con
anly cannect inte the Notional Grid
wheve there is available capocity,
which is limited. We secured an
cgreement to connect into the grid
ot Brinsworth substation and then
secrched for land near the grid

connection point that would be
suitable for solar, We also wonted to
ovoid envionmentally sensitive areas
ond the highest quality egricultural
lond where possible.

This process has resulted in the praject
boundary we presented during the fast
consultotion. We will continue to refine
the proposals within this boundany to
ersure that there are cppropeate offsets
and buffers from the community ond
other environmental features.

An anshom wind Wwibine A lorge cool powe:
The avesage LED Qeneates 2-IMW, which station Qeneated
lighabuld uses cbout 5 enogh to power 26W, sncugh to
0 watss (W) lorge hospitol = pownt 0 soll gty

Whitestone is o proposed solor form with battesy stosoge thot would be located

in South Yorkshire between Rotherhom and Doncoster, Whitestone Solor Farm is
being beought forward by Whitestone Net Zeso Ltd (owned by Net Zero One Ltd ).
The ovesall manager for the project is Green Nation, o UK-based solar developer

TW = 1,000W=1kW ==+ 1,000kW=TMW =+ 1,000MW=1GW

thot wos established in 2071 with extensi peri
ground-meounted solar projects.

e in both rooftop and

@\q IMWIOOM l:‘:

(K], smcugh to power the home
0 5its on dudng the doy

Whikestons would generete up
to 7TEOMW, which is emcugh
to power 250,000 homes
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Development process

Becouse Whitestone would genesate
more than 50 MW of energy. t is
conudered o Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project (NSIP) occording
to the Plonning Act 2008." We core
thesefore required by the Planning Act
to apply for o Development Consent
Order (DCO) to develop Whitestone.

We will submit our DCO opplication

to the Plonning Inspectorote, who will
review the application on behalf of the
Secetany of State for Energy Security
ond Net Zero (SaS).

Indicative timeline

Dt of the Sacsetory of e Spring 2026

Sumene 2027

[ -

- ovre
O The el o XIS WACIe e ' 0 i 1he

We must dermonstrote in owr opplicotion
thot we have met requirements for
pre-application corultation with

locol authaorities, technicol bodies and
members of the community ond how
that feedback has shaped our praposacls.
Ifthe application meets requirements,

it will be ‘occepted’, and the Planning
Inspectorate will then appoint an
Exomining Authority to review the
application theough o 6-month public
examination pericd. After this stoge,
the Examining Authority will moke o
recornmendation about whether to
approve the cpplication, and the SoS
will make the final decision.

Aturen 2025

&
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Design changes

In resparse to feedback from the first corsutotion, we have removed cround one fourth
of the solor panels. The following grophics show closeups of some of the changes to
the masterplon to create offsets around homes, viloges, and public rights of woy,

Betare

Altar

Firsby

After

Harthill Betow Alter
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Public rights of way and
permissive paths

Green spaces

Where we have removed solar panels
from the project to reduce potential
visuol impacts, the land could be

used for enwironmmental métigation

ond enhancement. These areas

would not have any obove-ground
infrastructure, but moy stil be needed
for undesground cobles or oocess trocks
to support the rest of the project.

These spaces would be plonted with

a mix of native grosses or wildfiowers
to support local wildlife. Projects

ke Whitestone are now required to
increase biodiversity by ot least 10%,
hawever, maost solor farmes exceed this
requirement. We ore exploring o variety
of methads to increose biodiversity in

these areas, which could include bat
bowes, bug hotels and water scropes to
provide new hobitats for vitol palinotors,
small mommals and bird species.

Az we cornplete the ervisonmentol
impoct ossessments, we may identify
the need to set aside lond for certain
species to mitigote potenticl impocts
in other areas of the project. If we
identify thot we do not need ol of this
lond for mitigation, we moy choose to
remave it from the project boundony
oltogether, In this cose, the lond would
remain with the landowner and could
continue to be used os it & todoy.

Below ore exomples of offsets from
homes ond woodiands.

R0, /
DN umley | |EmEmuNE s
: : LU _"_‘_‘,)'A : :
B Wewad sl
MR 55 RHGH-ST FAASST
Fues Suar /%

o 200

Lancicace Tgan Ind e RnCa
. A A

We curently anticipote that all existing
public rights of woy would remain
open throughout the project’s lifetime.
However, some temporaey closures
may be needed during construction
for safety recsons. Any public ights
of woy thot are within the project
boundary would be maintained by us,
The masterpion inchades a mnimum
of 15m offset from either side of paths,
or 30m total. In most cases, we have
been able to provide more thon this
minimum by remaving panels from
the field on one side of the path.

Suta Fre Foes mnl Pagaee) N

As port of the mesterplan, we would like
to offer new permissive poths to expond
recreational acoess across the site which
are shown on the mosterplan. These
have been developed in response to
feedback from the first consuitation
ond ongoing engogemeant with locol
stakeholders, They would be avoilable
for wolkers and cyciists throughout the
lifetime of the project.

Below ore examples of offsets from
public rights of way,

L |

Shade whwort seed mix

Ran Uy P wul Piugues) W

R 5

Preks Right of
Way

|

Landscape miigaton and erhencenam
wuas vy e senl) g sasanl
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Components of a solar farm

) 3 @ &)

= & ot

(1) Solor ponats (1) Bottery enegy storoge system (01 Primeny substation
() Underground cobes (1) Sotellte sabstations (T) Nationol grid comnection
3 Power comversion stotioes

Solar panels would collect enesgy from sunfight and convest it to low voltoge,
1 direct current (DC) electricty.

2 Underground cobles would corny the electricity from the solor panels to
other components around the site and to the final point of connection to the
National Grid,

3 Power conversion stotions (PCS) would change the pawer from DC to Altemnating
Curent (AC) ond increcse the woltoge.

4 A Bottery Energy Storoge System (BESS) would store the energy during times
of low energy demand until it is needed. The BESS could olso take up extro
energy from the grid to stoce until it s needed most,

Substotions would increase the voltoge again to prepare it to enter the grid.
Smafler ‘satellite” substotions would be locoted in Whitestone 1and 2 to increase
the voltoge of the slectricty,

"

o

Another lorger ‘primarny” substation would be needed to collect the electricity
ond increase the voltoge agoin to prepare it to trorafer to the Notional Grid.

The energy would then be transferred into the National Grid ot the new
substation near Brinsworth (Brirsworth B), so thot it could go on to power
homes, buginesses, schoals and hospitols across the UK.

~

The PCS and BESS would typically look e shipping containers, with their
technical components hidden inside. The PCS units would be painted green or
cther natural colours to blend into the londscape,

W/
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Cable corridor options

Underground cables are needed to -
connect the sections of the project
together and into the Notional Grid,
which would be loid opproxdmately T
below ground level. After instollation,
these cobles would no longer be
visible, ond nomnal octivities could
continue abave them,

In order to connect the three project
sites to eoch other and into the
Notionol Grid, we have identified
several options for the coble routes.
These have been informed by technicol
cssessments, and initiol environmental
cssessments to avoid sensitive areos.
We are now corsulting on these cable
route options to help make the final
decsion on which route to use.

e ey b 13
-

Indicative diograms

of cable insteliotion

vachad
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Environmental assessments

Becouse it is on NSIP, we ore required to complete an Erwironmental Impoct
Assessent (E14) of the patential impocts of Whitestone during construction,
operation ond decommissioning. If we identify ony potential significont impocts,
we must also explain how we would mitigate them

Key milestones in this process incude:

#® The Scoping Opinion is on important first step in the EIA process. We submitted
our Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorote on owr proposed opproach to the
BIA, and ofter consulting with technical stokeholders, they responded with their
Scoping Opinion. This document details which environmental topics we must
consider in the assessments, and now forms the bosis of our cssessments.

® The Droft Environmental Statement (ES) includes the prefiminary results of
the ElA and is the subject of this consultotion. We ore consulting you on this
currently, before completing our ossessments.

® The Environmental Statement (ES) will include the finol results of the EIA and
will be included in our DCO application. it will be informed by the feedbock we
receive on the draft ES.

These are the environmental topics that we
are assessing for the EIA

. Bodiversity ond noture consenvation . Cimote change and greenhouse gos

.qum

. Cuitural heritage and archosclogy .mwmm

.LotMpeondM

. Ground conditions ond lond quolity . Noise ond vibration

.mwmmu:nw\dﬁoodnn .Socmn:londbndmc

Other environmentol issues: Waste, glint ond glare, telecommunicotions ond
utiities, major acckdents ond disosters, electromagnetic fields.

W
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Construction

¥ corsented, we expect it to toke around
two years to construct Whitestone,
beginning in 2027 ond ending in 2029,
During this pericd, construction would
be phosed ocross the site to minimise
disturbance ot any sngle location,
hawever there would be work occurring
ot each of WSL, WS2 ond WS3.

Construction of Whitestone would be
nformed by our final ‘detoiled design’
ond o series of manogement plons
that would be informed by ongoing
consultation with locol authorities
ond other technicol experts.

Working arrangements

Working hours would typically be
between 7am to 7pm Manday to Fridoy
ond 7om to Tpm on Saturdoy, with no
work on Sundoys or Bank Holidoys. There
moy be times where we need to work
outside these hours, but this would be
ogreed in advance with local cuthorities
ond communicated with residents,

Traffic management

While we expect construction to toke
around two years, the level of octivity
would vory theoughout this period.

Construction troffic would indude
cors, small vans and minibuses to
transport workers, as well as HGVs,
mobile crones, ond o small number

of cbnomal indivisible loads (AIL) for
construction materiols. Construction
delivery traffic would be scheduled to
avoid peak troffic periods (8-%om and
S-6pm). We have assessed the current
local road network to understand
which roods would be mome suitable
for construction traffic and the cusrent
troffic levels. This inchudes eliminating
roads thot would be too smoll for
construction vehicles or have other
size limitations on troffic ond ovoiding
villages when possible.
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Community Benefits Jobs and skills

Constructing, operoting ond decommissioning Whitestone would require

o wide range of siils and expertise. Beyond the direct employment, there
would be indirect jobs created through the supply choin ond spending by the
direct ond indirect workers. This wauld result in more thon 2,000 local jobs,
ond opproximotely £119,500,000 in benefits to the locol economy during the

To ensure that there are olso locol Groups or individuals in the locol
benefits from the project, we would lke  community could opply for funding
to offer 0 community benefit fund of for projects or initiotives, such os
€400 per MW per year. Bosed on the

grid connection of 7S0MW, this would ® % locol oo ™

be £300,000 per yeor. Based on

the maximum lifespan of the project
of 60 years, this would armount to
£18,000,000 for the life of the project.
These omounts moy be subject to
chonge depending on the finol size
and lifespon of the project.

We recognise it is importont that the
fund be manoged in o woy that is both
transparent ond tolored to local needs,
enrsuring thot the opplication process s
deor ond decisions ore made openiy,
We propose that the funds would be
ovailable through o nominated fund
manager to odminister the funding,
with local stokeholders ond elected

fodiities, like parish haolls, schools,
or community centres.

® Supporting education progromimes,
work study, ond skills training for
green jobs in local schools ond
colleges.

® Supporting existing charities and
orgonisations that work in the local
orea on mental health, physicol
health ond secreation, other initiotives
related to heolth and wellbeing.

@ Supporting organisctions thot reduce
energy costs through insulation,
rooftop salar, ond other enesgy
efficiency projects.

construction period,

During construction, we enwision a maxdimum of 600 construction jobs at the
peak, to deliver materiols and construct the salor farm. Across the construction
period, this would include oppraximately:

officials, such os parsh councils ond
local councilors, senving on the board
to odvise on funding decisions.

QOrce operctionol, we would need o teom of roughly . locad, fudl time employees
to maintain and operate the project, including:
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Have your say

This consuftation penod is running
for six weeks from 16 September to
28 October 2025. During this period,
cnyone con provide their written
feedback on our proposals through
the following methods:

# Complete the online feedbock form
ot whitestonesolorform.couk

#» Complete a poper feedback form,
which is available ot the public
events or by request through the
project’s communications fnes

#® Send on email to
info@whitestonesalarfarm.co.uk

® Write to
Whitestone Solar Farm Freepost
SEC Newgote UK Local (no stomp
s needed)

Next steps

After the consulitation hos ended,

we will review ond consider all of

the feedbock we have received

This feedback olong with ongoing
environmental assessments will help
inform the final mosterplon ond
Envionmental Statement thot we
submit in our DCO opplication.

Within the DCO opplication, we will
olso include a Consultation Report
that shows how we hove hod regord
to all consultation feedbock ond how
the project has further evolved os o
result of thot feedbock.

For future project updates, please
visit our website to sign up for
the 'Keep Informed List’ ot
whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk
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Contact

Whitestone Net Zero Ltd
info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk

0800 688 9936





